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12M. Baskets were in use 10,000 years ago 

 10,000                                   

 Bhim Betka (Ujjain), May 11: The mesolithic man 
who lived in this prehistoric site (near Bhopal) some 10,000 

years ago, knew the use of baskets. 

           (     ), 11  ई: लगभग 10,000       ल  इस 

  ग      स    ल (             )           ल           

  ल                       ग              
 Baskets were used to carry fruits, hunted animals 

and tiny pigs. 

                ग फल,           ग         औ       स     
            ल                

 They were also used to carry children from one place 
to another. 

 इ        ग                 स    स           ल           ल  

भ                
 Paintings showing the use of baskets and other 

artifacts and tools were found in recent excavations by 
archaeologists of the Vikram University. 

                                         ल             
                 ल        औ                ग           
  ल               ल      

 Dr. V.S. Wakankar, who is in charge of the 

excavations, said money collection was popular during the 
mesolithic period. 

           भ      .   .  .                             ल    ध  स    ल          
 People moving from one site to another carrying their bags over the backs and heads had 

also been seen in the paintings. 

         ल ग              औ   स       ल  ल            स    स                    भ         ग   
    

 He said the mesolithic people after coming in contact with the agricultural chalcolithic 
communities (3,000 to 5,000 years ago) on the plains of Malwa appeared to have lost their art 

of active and dynamic paintings and their style showed a static emergence influenced by the 
chalcolithic pottery drawings. 

                                        ध              स       (3,000 स  5,000       ल )    
स                              ल   ल ग     स    औ  ग    ल     ल           ल        
             औ         ल               ल                             स   भ                  

         
 Cave art of the upper palaeolithic age has also been found in about 300 caves and shelters 

explored in the rocky terrain. 

                  ल    ग फ   ल  भ                     ग  लगभग 300 ग फ    औ              

ग      
 At least 1,300 such shelters have so far been explored in this region. 

       इस           स     1,300  स                             
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12M. Anglo-Indians and the elections 

      -        औ        

 Calcutta, May 11: A mass meeting of the 
Anglo-Indians and Domiciled Europeans was held 
this evening at the Y.M.C.A (Wellington Branch) 
under the presidency of Col. Gidney. 

      , 11  ई:                                
  ई.  .  .  (             )         -        औ  
  ध   स                      ल सभ            ग   

 The speakers dwelt on the necessity of 
Anglo-Indians asserting their right to vote and urged 
upon the members of the Community to see that their 
names were entered on the electoral roll for returning 
members of their community to the Provincial Council 
and the Assembly. 

              ल -इ     स                    ध       
                                   औ  स         
स     स                    स                        

             औ    ध  सभ          स         
      ध                        स               

 The term Anglo-Indian generally referred to people of mixed Indian and European 

ancestry, especially British ancestry. 

 An Anglo-Indian person usually had: A British or European father and an Indian 

mother, or Mixed European and Indian family background over generations. 

 The term Domiciled Europeans referred to Europeans who had permanently settled in 

India and made India their home. 

 These were “full Europeans” living permanently in India rather than temporary 

British officers returning to England after service. 
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12M. France woos Anglophone Africa with its „partnership of equals‟ pitch 

      „             ‟                                                 

 France is pitching what it says is a new model of partnership with African countries at a 
summit that begins on Monday in Kenya. 

      स      स                              स   ल                   स   स                    ल 

                    
 It is completing a military withdrawal from West African countries that has been widely seen 

as marking declining influence on the continent. 

                     स       स       स                ,   स              स         भ      
स                              

 But Paris is expected to use the two-day Africa Forward Summit, which it is co-hosting, to 

push a new Africa policy that focuses more on English-speaking countries and offers what it 
calls a “partnership of equals”. 

 ल           स                 स -          ल        स                            ग    

               ग            ल     ग ,          भ              ध                     औ    स  
   “स    स       ”          

 Its new defence agreement with Kenya marks the direction it hopes to go. 

          स    स           स       स                     स       ग                 
 France has long maintained a policy of economic, political, and military sway over its former 

colonies dubbed Françafrique. 

      ल    स   स                             ,          औ  स     भ                     

            ,   स                        
 This included keeping thousands of troops in the region. 

 इस                स                   भ      ल     
 But after years of criticism from leaders and opposition parties in those countries over what 

they described as a demeaning and heavy-handed approach, France has been forced to 

withdraw most of those troops. 

 ल                       औ         ल                 औ                                    
        ल                      ध     स        स   ल         

 The summit will be attended by more than 30 heads of state and government, including from 
Francophone countries. 

 इस      स   ल        स स  भ         स    30 स    ध           औ  स          भ ग ल ग   

 Kenya‟s newly ratified defence agreement with France has been criticised by civil society 
groups for granting too much immunity under local law to French troops. 

            ल                    स           ग    स    स         ल                    

                       स स  स                ध                    
 This is a sensitive issue in a country where a similar agreement with the United Kingdom 

has left a trail of hard-to-prosecute crimes against locals. 

     स            स       ल                                  स   इस         स              

       ल ग       ल फ     ध        ल       भ      ल            ग       
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12M SC launches „One Case One Data‟ and „Su Sahay‟ chatbot 

               „              ‟ औ  „       ‟                  
 
 
 
 

 

12M. Govt. to see if schools teaching religion are charitable 
bodies: SC 

                                      /                   ,       

               :            

 The Supreme Court on Monday left it to the government to consider 
whether schools which impart religious instruction should be brought within 
the ambit of constitutional provisions dealing with charitable or religious 
establishments, rather than being recognised as „secular or professional‟ 
educational institutions. 

               स                  स                    ध                  ल  
   ल     „ध                  ‟        स                           ध      

स       स  स    ध  स   ध        ध                ल                        
 A Bench headed by Justice Dipankar Datta said the issue was within 

the domain of the Ministry of Education, and the court need not intervene 

for now. 

                                   ल                                        
  ध                  औ   फल  ल    ल                                     

 The petition filed by petitioner-advocate Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay 

sought a direction to declare that “any institution which imparts religious 
instructions to promote any religion is covered under Article 26(a) and not 
under Articles 19(1)(g) or Article 30(1) of the Constitution”. 

           -  ध                                                             
   ग    ग     “    भ  स          स  ध                     ल  ध                  , 
           26(a)       ग     ग ,              19(1)(g)            30(1)    
   ग   ” 

 Article 26(a) is one of the „freedom-of-religion‟ rights. 

         26(a) „ध             ‟ स         ध        स         
 It says that a religious denomination or „any section thereof‟ would 

have the right to establish and maintain institutions for religious and charitable 
purposes. 

 इस       ग             ध      स          स        ग  ध      औ           
            ल  स              औ  स    ल            ध       ग   

 This, if done, would mean that schools imparting religious instruction 
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would be subject to the restrictions of public order, health and morality.  

      स              ,    इस         ग     ध                  ल     ल स              ,        

औ          स  स    ध       ध      ध     ग   

School curriculum 

             

 The petition has argued that schools which impart religious instructions must not come under 
the right to profession or occupation enshrined in Article 19(1)(g), nor should they be brought 

within the ambit of the right given to minority communities to establish and administer 
“educational institutions”. 

                    ग      that ध                  ल     ल             19(1)(g)                  
   स        ध          ग        ल               औ               स     स          “       

स     ”        औ  स    ल              ग    ध                                
 The petition has clearly sought a dichotomy based on whether or not religious instruction was 

part of a school‟s curriculum. 

                   स       भ               ग    ग            ध             स     ल    
             स              

 It is not clear where schools imparting both secular and religious education, latter being left to 
the choice of the students, would fit. 

                          ल,    ध         औ  ध                                    ध           
         स              , इस                   ग   

 Article 30(1) allows minority religious communities to establish educational institutions which 

impart secular and religious education. 

         30(1)    स     ध      स           स         स                                    
   ध         औ  ध                                      

 The Article reads as, “All minorities, whether based on religion or language, shall have the 
right to establish and administer educational institutions of their choice”. 

 इस                ग     , “सभ     स        ,         ध      भ        ध       ,       स      
       स             औ  स    ल            ध      ग  ” 

 The petition said the court must declare that „educational institutions of their choice‟ in Article 
30(1) should be interpreted as „secular/professional educational institutions of their choice‟ 

and not „religious educational institutions of their choice‟. 

               ग         ल                                 30(1)    „      स             

स     ‟        „      स      ध        /              स     ‟           ,      „      स      
ध             स     ‟  

Monitoring mechanism 

             

 Mr. Upadhyay said the Centre must have a mechanism to “register, recognise, supervise and 

monitor institutions imparting education to children up to 14 years”. 

                               स 14                               ल  स          “       , 

           ,          औ    ग    ”                         
 “This is an issue of national security as young kids form the future of the nation, and can be 

brainwashed/manipulated in unregistered institutions,” the petition said. 

               ग  , “          स                                        भ        औ           

स                     /      ग         स       ” 
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 It also raised doubts if the quality of education could be ensured by unregistered and 
unrecognised institutions. 

 इस      भ  स           ग                   औ  ग  -            स                     ग      
स              स        

 “The safety and security of children is paramount. 

 “        स     औ  स     स          
 It is the State‟s onus to prevent trafficking of children by unregistered and unrecognised 

institutions at the threshold,” the petition said. 

               ग  , “         औ  ग  -            स                                   भ      
                              ” 

 

12M. SC launches „One Case One Data‟ and „Su 

Sahay‟ chatbot 

               „              ‟ औ  „       ‟             

     

 Chief Justice of India Surya Kant on Monday 

announced in open court the launch of a major digital initiative — 
“One Case One Data” — to integrate the judicial administration 

at every level, from the taluk court to the top court, into a unified 
system. 

 भ                 ध               स           ल     ल            
     ल   ल — “              ” —                     , 
  स            स ल    ल  स  ल    स        ल               
          स                        ल               

 The CJI said the mechanism is aimed at creating a more 
comprehensive and interconnected digital database across 
courts. 

           ध             इस                     ल          

  ध        औ                      ल       स                
 The CJI also announced the launch of „Su Sahay‟, an artificial intelligence (AI)-powered 

assistance chatbot integrated with the Supreme Court website to facilitate easier access to 

justice and court-related services for litigants. 

           ध      „       ‟      भ   भ    भ          ,                   (AI)        स      
          औ  इस                   स इ     स        ग                             औ     ल  स  
स    ध  स          स           ल स    

GS Paper II: Governance 12 May 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
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12M.  Military strikes, gang massacres in 
Nigeria kill around 100 civilians 

                        औ                    
        100                

 The Nigerian military and the “bandit” 

gangs it is fighting killed around 100 civilians on 
Sunday, sources said. 

 स                                 ई      औ   सस  ल  

    “     ”  ग        लगभग 100   ग                    
 The Nigerian military killed at least 72 

people, many of them civilians, in an airstrike in 
Zamfara. 

          ई                             ल        स  
   72 ल ग           ल ,            ग        
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12M.  Ahead of UAE visit, PM to meet Iran FM and 
BRICS Ministers 

    ई             ,          ई                  औ  BRICS 

                 
 Mr. Modi‟s visit to the UAE will come at the start of his six-day 

five-nation tour to Europe from May 15 to 20. 

               ई      15 स  20              ल             स                
                         ग   

 He is expected to visit the Netherlands, Sweden, Italy, and 
Norway for bilateral visits. 

             ,      ,      औ                                    स भ     
    

 In Oslo, he will attend the Nordic-India Summit including 

leaders of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Sweden, and Norway. 

                  -                      भ ग ल ग ,   स          ,  फ ल  , 

 इसल  ,       औ                   ल   ग   
 “This visit underlines the importance of cooperation with India, 

Norway and the Nordic countries in these times of global instability. 

 “                          इस        भ   ,      औ                 स   

स   ग                              

 Mr. Modi‟s meeting with Mr. Araghchi, just ahead of his talks 
with UAE President Mohammed bin Zayed, comes a week after 
tensions between Iran and the UAE escalated when Iran attacked the 
Fujairah oil facility with missiles. 

                         स       ,    ई                            स   

           स        ल           ,       स       ल  ई    औ     ई        

        ग                      स इल  स                          ल       
    

 India condemned the strikes, while Iran indicated that it was 
targeting the UAE for its support to the U.S. after U.S.‟s warships 
attacked Iranian naval boats in the Strait of Hormuz. 

 भ       इ    ल             ,              स                           
स                                           ,               ध        
                           स                 ल        
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12M. A new phase in the India-Vietnam strategic partnership 

     -                                      

 The state visit of Vietnamese President Tô Lâm to India last week (May 5-7, 2026) marks a 
consequential moment in the steady deepening of India-Vietnam ties, reflecting both the 

maturation of a long-standing partnership amid the sharpening strategic imperatives of the 
Indo-Pacific. 

    ल  स     (5-7  ई, 2026)                                       ,     -                  
       ग                 ल                                   -                  स               
                           ल  स                       भ                     

 The decision to elevate bilateral relations to an Enhanced Comprehensive Strategic 
Partnership, along with a wide range of agreements spanning defence, technology, 
finance, and energy, signals not merely incremental progress but a qualitative shift in the 
trajectory of the relationship. 

         स   ध                                                                  ,        , 
         ,     औ         स                   स     ,    ल       ग             स   ध          
      ग                  स              

 The visit comes at a time of heightened geopolitical flux in the Indo-Pacific as Vietnam 
finds itself navigating an increasingly assertive China in the South China Sea, while India 
continues to consolidate its Act East policy into a more security-oriented Indo-Pacific 
strategy. 

          स  स                    -                                                         

                      ध                    स                   ,        स                
    ई             ध  स    -          -                                    
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 The convergence of threat perceptions, particularly regarding maritime coercion, supply 
chain vulnerabilities, and strategic autonomy, has provided a durable foundation for 

bilateral engagement. 

                   ,                         ,                    स  स    ध               

               स   ग     ल            ध                 
 Indeed, the evolution of India-Vietnam ties has been gradual but structurally consistent, with 

India‟s erstwhile Look East (now Act East) policy providing the initial impetus and the 
elevation to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in 2016 enabling institutionalised 
defence and security cooperation. 

         ,     -                      स ध   -ध          ,          स            स             
    भ                ई        (       ई       )    इस        भ               ,          2016 

   स   ध                                            स  स    ग      औ                  ल 

  ल   
 Since then, regular high-level exchanges, defence dialogues, and capacity-building 

initiatives have deepened trust. 

    स            -          -    ,          ,                                          

     स    औ    ध  ग             

The pillar of defence cooperation 

                       

 Defence cooperation, in particular, has emerged as the backbone of the partnership. 

          स ,           इस स                         भ       
 In addition to symbolic actions such as the transfer of the missile corvette INS Kirpan (in 

2023), India has offered Vietnam finance lines, training assistance, and maritime 
cooperation structures. 

 2023                  ई                         स                          ,         
                 स     ,       स   ग                                      

 The current debates around the possible shipment of BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles 
demonstrate a change in the deterrence calculation in the South China Sea from capacity-
building to capability enhancement. 

                                स भ               ल     ल                                 
                (Deterrence)                                  ,                 ल      
       स   ग                                      ग       

 Bilateral trade has crossed $16 billion, with an ambitious target of $25 billion by 2030, 

underscoring the recognition of untapped potential. 

                16          स    ध            , औ      2030    25                        
ल     ध           ग     ,                            स भ                              

 A move toward next-generation economic participation is shown in the focus on supply 
chain resilience, rare earth collaboration, and digital payment integration. 

                                                     स                           ,            
     (Rare Earths)         ,                                                   स    ल   
    

 Moreover, Vietnam‟s position as an Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
manufacturing powerhouse makes it an essential partner for India‟s diversification plans, 

especially in terms of scaling back reliance on supply chains that are mostly focused on 
China. 

 इस          ,                            (ASEAN)              -            ,  स       
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                         ल             स               ,                      ल       
  भ                स  भ                                

 Together with Japan, Australia, and the United States, both nations contribute to a wider 
network of strategic alliances that fight to maintain a rules-based maritime order, even if 
they are not legally included in U.S.-led alliance structures. 

      ,         , औ                         स     ल  ,           स                       
               ग             ,        -                                       स        , भल     
   औ          स         -                                  स        

 In a similar vein, resolving structural obstacles, including logistics, legal frameworks, and 
private sector involvement, will be necessary to meet the ambitious trade goals. 

 इस      ,                     ल                     ल                   —   स  
         ,             ,                          —    स  ध                ग   
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12M. How rumours of „shrinking genitals‟ triggered panic, mob attacks in 
Congo 

 „               ‟                                 औ                       

 Claims of outsiders spreading the „illness‟ and viral videos of men speaking inside crowded 
churches of how they were cured through prayers caused suspicion among the people in 
Tshopo province. 

       ल ग        „      ‟ फ ल            औ  भ  भ     ल                         स                  

       ल      ल                         ल ग         स                   
 Four health workers were killed in October, and a WHO-backed monitor linked 17 killings to 

the rumours. 

                                          ग  औ  WHO             ग     स       17        
   इ   फ     स        

 Late last year, men in parts of Congo‟s Tshopo province began whispering about something 

strange that was happening in nearby villages. 

    ल                   ग                          स            स    ग                               
        फ सफ स    लग   

 At first, the stories sounded too absurd to travel far. 

                      इ         लग                      फ ल      स भ          लग       
 A man in a market claimed his genitals had suddenly shrunk after brushing against a 

stranger. 

                                        स        स                  स        ग        स    

ग   
 Someone else said it happened inside a taxi. 

   स  औ                       स               
 In another village, people spoke about a man who returned from town convinced that the part 

of his body had disappeared altogether. 

        ग       ल ग     स                                        स  ल             स      लग  
       स                 स           ग       ग       

 And then the videos started appearing, people gathered around phones watching clips of 
alleged victims speaking inside crowded churches while pastors stood beside them claiming 
they had been cured through prayer. 

  फ         स         लग , ल ग फ       स  स इ                                  ल       

  ल        लग                   गल                                         स         ग      
 Some videos spread through Facebook pages and TikTok accounts. 

                        औ               स         फ ल   
 Others moved from phone to phone through Bluetooth shares and WhatsApp groups, 

spreading across villages faster than official information ever could. 

             ल          औ          स                फ   स    स   फ             औ  ग        
  ध              स  भ       स  फ ल ग   

 In many places, the rumours arrived before the authorities did. 

     ग       फ       ध                  स    ल     फ ल           
 By the time officials in Tshopo publicly denied the existence of any mysterious illness, fear 

had already settled across parts of northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo. 

                  ध          स           स    स                           स  इ         , 
         -                                         स        फ ल          

 Rumours, churches, and social media had combined to create something more powerful than 
a simple falsehood. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
4 

  फ    ,     औ  स  ल             ल      स ध        स         ध        ल                 
    

 Men spoke cautiously around strangers. 

                  स  स स  ध    स           लग   
 Communities became suspicious of outsiders. 

 स            ल ग     स          लग   
 Stories changed slightly depending on who was telling them, but the central fear remained the 

same. 

          स        ल        स          ल         , ल                          

„Theft of bodies‟ 

 „            ‟ 

 Something was stealing men‟s bodies. 

                                   
 In the month of October, the health workers travelling through the Isangi area of Tshopo 

province arrived in villages already consumed by weeks of panic. 

                                          स  ग                     ग                    ल  स        

             स               
 They carried tablet computers, questionnaires, and reflective jackets as part of vaccination-

related field surveys. 

            स   ध  फ    स         स              ल          ,      ल  औ     ल            ल    
 ल         

 But in some communities those unfamiliar objects and routines were interpreted very 
differently by residents who had spent weeks hearing that outsiders were spreading a disease 
that caused men‟s genitalia to shrink or disappear. 

 ल         स          इ                 औ                ल ग      लग     स  स          

     स     स                   ल ग  स         फ ल           सस                ग  स               
ग                

 According to Reuters, at least four health workers were later killed after crowds accused 

them of spreading the supposed illness. 

              स  , भ                     फ ल            लग              स         
                           ग   

 One of them was Dr. John Tangakeya. 

      स       .                  
 His wife later told Reuters that the family had spoken to him earlier that day because it was 

his birthday. 

                         स                         स       ल    स                       
           

 The children were waiting for him to come home that evening for celebrating together. 

       स             ल        इ                     स    ल           स    
 Instead, news arrived that the health team he was part of had been attacked by mobs even as 

they tried to explain that their surveys had nothing to do with the rumours spreading in the 
province. 

 इस                    स         ल          स    ,  स    भ        ल                  
स                                 स              फ ल      फ     स      स   ध          

 The World Health Organization (WHO)-backed Africa Infodemic Response Alliance, 

which monitors dangerous health misinformation across Africa, later linked at least 17 killings 
to the rumours, though some incidents could not be independently verified. 
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                             स   ध  गल  स            ग            ल                    

(WHO)                                                    स     17           इ   फ     
स      ,   ल                                       स    

 Long before social media existed, versions of this panic had already travelled across parts of 
Africa. 

 स  ल                         स         ल     इस                            स     फ ल      
    

 Researchers have documented similar episodes for decades in Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon, 
Benin, and Congo itself. 

   ध               स      ,          ,      ,       औ            स                        

         
 Rumours of “penis theft” or genital shrinking periodically triggered mob attacks against people 

accused of witchcraft or supernatural powers. 

 “ ल ग     ”         ग  स          फ        स  -स                   ल               
           भ     ल               

 In Ghana, during the 1990s, several people accused of “penis snatching” were beaten to 

death by mobs. 

 1990                   “ ल ग     ”               ल ग     भ         -            ल   
 In Kinshasa, in 2008, police detained more than a dozen suspected “sorcerers” after panic 

spread through the capital and led to attempted lynchings. 

 2008                  ध            फ ल   औ  भ                    स            लस            स  
  ध  स    ध “    ग  ”        स      ल    

Amplified by churches 

                     

 Anthropologists who study such incidents have often argued that the panic is not simply about 
superstition. 

  स                         ल               स                        ल   ध     स    

स              
 In many places, fears around genital theft became tied to larger anxieties about masculinity, 

illness, vulnerability, power, and social instability. 

     ग           ग                  ,       ,  स    ,      औ  स               स           
        स      ग    

 This was particularly true in societies where spiritual explanations for misfortune remain 
deeply embedded in everyday life. 

             स     स        स             भ                                        ग     स  
             

 But something about the Congo episode felt different. 

 ल        ग                  लग   स स      
 Earlier, panic spread through markets, crowded taxis, churches, and radio broadcasts. 

   ल             , भ  भ     ल      स  ,     औ          स             फ ल       
 This time, much of the fear moved online first, where videos featuring alleged victims and 

miracle cures circulated rapidly through algorithm-driven feeds before local officials fully 
understood what was unfolding on the ground. 

 इस        स स    ल    ल इ  फ ल ,                  औ          इल     ल           ग      

 ध     फ  स              स  फ ल ग , इसस    ल              ध                       स   
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 Several churches in Kisangani hosted testimonies from supposed victims while Facebook 
pages and TikTok accounts reposted clips that gathered hundreds of thousands of views. 

                                       ग          ग                   औ               स    
 स    ल                        ल             ग    

 Some videos remained online even after authorities publicly dismissed the claims as false.  

   ध                                            भ               ल इ           
 Health officials later said the violence exposed a deeper crisis facing public health systems in 

parts of Africa. 

          ध                        इस    स                     स     स                

    ल      स           ग    स          ग        
 Distrust toward authorities has been shaped by years of political instability, misinformation, 

and memories of earlier health emergencies, including Ebola and COVID-19 outbreaks. 

   ध                    स                        , गल  स       औ            COVID-19 

  स     ल                              स               
 During those outbreaks, some communities viewed outside medical teams with suspicion. 

                       स                 स          स             स            
 In villages where people had already spent weeks discussing the rumours among 

themselves, the arrival of unfamiliar health workers carrying devices and asking questions 
appeared, for some residents, to confirm the fears they already believed were true. 

     ग        ल ग   ल  स             स   फ                      ,            ल    स  ल         ल  
                         ग       ल ग                        स  लग   

 Months later, the rumours have still not completely disappeared. 

              भ      फ              स                  
 Officials continue running radio campaigns and public awareness programmes aimed at 

stopping the spread of misinformation. 

   ध     गल  स           स                ल           भ    औ      ग             ल      
    

 Arrests have been made in some areas. 

              ग          भ     ग      
 But many of the original videos are still circulating online, resurfacing again and again across 

different parts of Congo, long after authorities declared that the illness itself never existed. 

 ल          ल           भ    ल इ   स               औ     ग        भ      स        -    स     
        ,        ध            ल                          स              भ                     
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12M.  New labour codes greatest setback for workers‟ rights since 

Independence: Cong. 

                                                                   :        

 The Centre completed the process of implementing the four labour codes after publishing the 
final rules in the Gazette recently. 

     स          ल                                                     स           ल ग       
                 ल   
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 The four codes — the Code on Wages, 2019; the Industrial Relations Code, 2020; the 
Code on Social Security, 2020; and the Occupational Safety, Health and Working 
Conditions Code, 2020 — came into effect on November 21, 2025. 

     स        —            , 2019; औ                   , 2020;                     , 2020; 

औ                 ,        औ                         , 2020 — 21       2025 स   भ        

ग   
 The Central government has said that the codes seek to modernise and consolidate 29 labour 

laws into a simplified framework while ensuring minimum wages and universal social security 
for workers. 

     स                  इ  स                  29               ध     औ               स ल 

           ल     , स                ल              औ  स   भ     स       स     स             
    

 
 
 

12M.  Belated warning 

                 

 Narendra Modi‟s suggestions to Indians imply a serious 
economic impact. 

                 भ              ग  स     ग भ                     
स              

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi‟s seven-point call to action 
for the citizens of India lays bare the severity of the impact of the 
West Asia crisis. 

  ध                       भ        ग         ल       स  -स     

     ,                      भ       ग भ                स  स     
ल        

 Further, apart from its implications, Mr. Modi‟s message is 
problematic for two other key reasons: its timing and content. 

 इस          , इस    भ    स   लग,            स                  

      स  भ  स           —  स       औ      -      
 A key part of his message was to urge people to work 

from home and reduce their fuel usage. 

      स                    भ ग ल ग  स                 औ           

                                 
 A more effective approach might have been to lead by 

example. 

      ध   भ                                           स        
 Yet, Mr. Modi‟s message comes days after he and his 

Cabinet colleagues flew all over the country and organised 
roadshows to campaign for the recent elections. 

                     स      स स                                औ  
            ल    स   ग     ल                          भ                 
   औ                           
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 Neither did any of his pre-election speeches mention these issues. 

        स  भ       -     भ       इ             ल             ग       
 His message also comes on the back of daily reassurances by his government‟s officials that 

there was nothing to worry. 

         स     स          ध                                      स                ,       
                                           

 Clearly, there is. 

       ,                                  
 The Prime Minister‟s message also follows various Ministers‟ attempts to heap praise on him 

for not raising petrol and diesel prices. 

  ध             स        भ                      औ                            ल          स  
                        

 A decision not to further burden the common man is welcome, but the flip side is that it fails to 
impress upon them the need to curtail consumption. 

 स        ग                       ल               ग        ,       इस     स               

इसस  ल ग       भ ग                                ध               
 The government took that strategic call before the elections, and is now trying to dilute it. 

 स               स                         ल     , औ         स                   स        
    

 Perhaps a hike in fuel prices will follow soon. 

 स भ                               ध       स        
 The Prime Minister‟s speech also coincided with a similar call to action for Indian corporates 

by the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). 

  ध          भ                        (CII)       भ                          ग  इस          
         स   भ    ल          

 This kind of coordinated messaging points to a dire situation. 

 इस         स      स        ग भ                  स              
 Several of the Prime Minister‟s suggestions might also have other negative impacts that could 

be more serious than the problems they are trying to address. 

  ध             स      स            भ   भ           स      ,       स       स  भ    ध  

ग भ      स                 ल            स            
 Some others might simply not be as effective as he hopes. 

         स           भ     स ध         स   ,                           
 If farmers stop using chemical fertilizers, as he has urged, the immediate impact will be on 

crop output at a time when El Niño is already set to hurt it. 

       स  ,   स                       ,                        ग          ,    इस   
      ल   भ                    ग ,                ल  स                     भ          
  ल      

 High-frequency indicators are already revealing the economic damage of the West Asia 
crisis. 

    -            स        ल                      स                                  
 This will only exacerbate the situation. 

             औ    ध  ग भ       ग   
 The suggestion to stop foreign travel will conserve foreign exchange, but Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI) data up to February 2026 shows that Indians‟ foreign travel spending in 2025-26 
was already down by 3%. 

                     स                                   स        स      ,                        
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(RBI)    फ     2026                              2025-26    भ                           ल     
3%                

 March, the first month after the Iran war broke out, is likely to have seen an even sharper 

decline. 

 ई             भ                  ल            , स भ    इसस  भ    ध       ग        स        
  ग   

 The real pressure on the rupee and India‟s foreign exchange is because foreign 
institutional investors are pulling out while the RBI is using valuable dollars to shore up the 

falling currency. 

      औ  भ                                         इस ल                                       
    ल       ,      RBI  ग            स भ ल       ल            ल                 

 Urging Indians to buy local is another way of asking them to consume less, since purely 

domestic supply is not nearly enough to cater to the demand. 

 भ       स                             ,          स       भ ग                        , 
         ल    ल            ग                  ल                  

 Asking them to buy less gold is also likely to be futile. 

 ल ग  स                        भ  स भ       फल  स ध   ग   
 All this means that the economy is in for a hard time over the next few months — a warning 

the Prime Minister should have delivered much earlier, elections or no elections. 

 इ  सभ                                   ल                                  स  ग    स       
—     स         ,   स   ध                          ,        ल                    
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12M.  Goal attainment and youth aspirations are not aligned 

           औ                                         
 India‟s ability to ride the cresting wave of the demographic dividend, before it recedes, 

depends critically on the education and employment choices of its 367 million young 
people. 

 भ                              भ    ल      ल भ              ,  स   स          स    ल ,     

   36.7                     औ                              ध    भ            
 The State of Working India Report 2026, published by Azim Premji University, offers 

insights into youth aspirations and attainments. 

                                                                 2026                    
औ    ल  ध                                     

 The study utilises the Population Council‟s dataset — UDAYA: Understanding the Lives 
of Adolescents and Young Adults — which surveyed adolescents in Uttar Pradesh and 
Bihar, the two Indian States with the largest youth populations. 

 इस                                  -स    — UDAYA: Understanding the Lives of 

Adolescents and Young Adults —        ग      ग     ,   स   भ       स    ध             
  ल                    औ                     स          ग    

 The sample of interest covers girls and boys aged 15-19 when first contacted in 2015-16 and 
tracks them three years later in 2018-19 when they are 18-22 years old. 

                   ल    औ  ल         स    ल                    2015-16        स     
   स   15-19       ,                       2018-19   ,             18-22        ग ,          

     ग    
 Of the full sample of 13,141 youngsters surveyed, aspirations were recorded only for 6,300 

who were enrolled in education at the time of the survey. 

 स            ल   ल 13,141           स     ल    6,300                           ग ,    स     

   स                        
 Boys leave to join the labour market while girls exit at the time of marriage. 

 ल                              ल               ,      ल                     स        स       
            

 However, at age 15-19, when respondents were likely engaged in schooling, 70% of 
unmarried girls and boys could read a Class 2-level story against only 45% of married girls. 

       15-19              ,       भ ग  स भ         ल           स ल     ,             

ल      औ  ल       स  70% ल ग     2                 स      ,              ल            

          ल 45%     
 Stronger linkages between educational institutions and employers can provide prospective 

graduates with a more accurate picture of the labour market and facilitate a smoother 

transition into the workforce. 

               औ                     ध  स    स   ध, भ                            ध  

          स           स                     ल    स   स        स         स        
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12M. Jewellery sector bats 
for gold monetisation 

scheme 

                           

                    

 The solution to the pressure 
on foreign reserves does not lie in 
reducing demand for gold but in 
unlocking the existing gold through a 
transparent and regulated gold 
monetisation scheme (GMS), said 
the All India Gem and Jewellery 
Domestic Council (GJC) chairman 
Rajesh Rokde on Monday. 

 स                                  
                 (GJC)                                           भ                स  ध   स    
      ग                             औ                                 (GMS)          स  
       स           ग    ल           

 Reacting to PM Narendra Modi‟s call to citizens on Sunday to use public transport more and 

curtail gold purchases and international flight trips for a year, Mr. Rokde said a revitalised, 
jeweller-integrated GMS can help mobilise idle household gold, cut dependence on imports 

and boost the formal economy. 

  ध                                   ग     स    ध  स                      ग             

       स            औ                                             ल                        
                         औ     लस  स       GMS    ल         स           ग    ल   ,         
  भ           औ  औ                                         स        

 According to Avinash Gupta, vice chairman of the council, instead of idle gold remaining 
locked in households and lockers, GMS can channel it into the formal economy. 

      सल                              स  ,     औ  ल                   स                   
     GMS  स  औ                    ल  स        

 Managing director of C. Krishniah Chetty Group C. Vinod Hayagriv said India imported 
almost 800 tonne of gold annually, and industry estimates suggested almost 200 tonne locked 
away every year in the form of raw bullion purchased by individuals as passive investments. 

   .                         ध          .                       भ           लगभग 800    स    
             औ      ग                       लगभग 200    स       स ल               
                            ग          ल                             
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12M. Physical activity has stalled 
for 20 years, hurting health and 

climate 

       20                        

     ई   ,              औ         
                          

 A series of new papers has  

 About one in three adults and 
eight in ten adolescents do not meet the 
World Health Organization‟s 
recommended activity guidelines, which 
is 150 minutes of moderately intense 
weekly physical activity for adults and 60 
minutes daily for children. 

 लगभग                      औ           
                                 
                                         
       ,          स             ल      

स     150                         
                             ल         

60                                   
  “We were not just interested in 

understanding the overall levels of total 
physical activity in countries, but rather, in 
how many people in each country are 
meeting physical activity guidelines 
through active leisure, active transport, 
and active labour,” Dr. Salvo said. 

   . स           , “      ल           ल 

        ग     ध    स          स        
                ,                    ध  

                                  ल ग      

     ,             औ             
      स          ग     ध                    
          ” 

 The most striking finding was the 
opportunity gap (of 40% points) 

worldwide for active leisure when contrasting wealthy men in wealthy countries with socio-

economically disadvantaged women in poor countries. 

 स स    ल                          भ                   स  भ                      (40 

         )     ध          ,            स   ध         स                ल   ग            
स      -         स           ल    स              

 The team‟s paper summarised decades of evidence to show that physical activity should not 
merely be part of obesity and cardiometabolic disease prevention and control agendas, as 
it also helps prevent and treat multiple cancers as well as depression, and boosts immunity. 

          ध-                       स                                                     ल 

       औ     -                                           स                         , 
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                        स                       औ           भ  स                   
                  

 They also outline how strategies that support walking, cycling, and public transport instead 
of driving may reduce emissions, and how climate change can disrupt activity because of 
extreme events such as heatwaves. 

           भ                        ,              औ                                  ल  
         ,            ल         ल     ,                 स      ,       स             
                                           ग     ध         ध     स        

 There is also limited evidence from LMICs on how physical activity initiatives can support both 
climate mitigation and adaptation in ways that are feasible, equitable, and locally relevant. 

                    ल       स  इस        भ  स            ल ध               ग     ध स   ध  
  ल    स               ,     स ग  औ                                       ल         औ  
     ल          स        स        
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12M. 2 cheetahs released into wild in Kuno National Park 

                      2                      

 Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav on Monday released 
two female cheetahs brought from Botswana into an open forest in the Kuno 
National Park following the completion of their quarantine period. 

                                   स                  स  ल   ग               
                    ध                                         ल    गल          

 The reintroduction of cheetahs brought from Nigeria, South Africa, 
and now Botswana is achieving consistent success, and today Madhya 
Pradesh has earned nationwide recognition as the „Cheetah State‟, the CM 

said on the occasion. 

             इस   स                     ,            औ              स  
ल   ग                   लग     सफल           औ                             
„         ‟                  ल      

 This will give impetus to „Project Cheetah‟ and add another important 

chapter to India's wildlife conservation history, an official said. 

      ध               इसस  „           ‟            ल ग  औ  भ              

स     इ    स       औ                     ग   
 The objective of the project is to restore the endangered animal 

species in the state, increase their numbers, and prepare them for free hunting 
and roaming. 
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 इस                            स                                     ,      स           
औ                                 ल                 
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12M. China may not join alliance on conservation of big cats 

                                                       

 China is unlikely to be a part of the International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA), a global initiative 
spearheaded by India to focus concerted attention on conserving big cats, according to 
senior officials in the Environment Ministry. 

                           ध             स  ,                                 (IBCA)    
   स          स भ          ,            ल      स        स                           ल       

             ग           ल     
 The big cats consist of the tiger, lion, leopard, cheetah, puma, jaguar, and snow leopard. 

         ल         ,    ,      ,     ,      ,       औ                ल     
 Saudi Arabia has confirmed its membership of IBCA, an official said. 

      ध                           IBCA    स                         
 “We have sent an invitation to China but there has been no development on it yet,” an official 

told The Hindu. 

      ध                स     , “                   भ       ल      भ     इस         ग            

   ” 
 The IBCA, which is being spearheaded by India, is to hold its first-ever summit here from 

June 1-3, with representatives from 95 countries expected to participate. 

                  ल  IBCA      ल       स   ल  1 स  3                      ग ,   स   95      
         ध      भ ग ल                 

 As of now, there are 24 member countries, three observer countries and several other 

„range‟ countries as part of the alliance. 

           इस ग   ध     24 स       ,                 औ         „   ‟         ल     
 Independent scientific assessments indicate that China, at present, has a very small wild tiger 

population, with nearly all of them restricted to the northeast borderlands with Russia. 

                 ल   स  स       ल                            गल          स                औ  
     स  लगभग सभ        स      -     स               स         

 These are largely Amur (Siberian) tigers. 

            स       (         )         
 Camera-trap and landscape studies by Chinese and international researchers estimate 

roughly 50-70 wild Amur tigers in China. 

      औ               ध                 ग       -    औ  ल                    स          
लगभग 50-70   गल               

 India had about 3,167 wild tigers in 2022 — overwhelmingly the Bengal tiger. 

         2022    लगभग 3,167   गल        ,         ध                     
 The tigers are spread across a network of reserves and forest landscapes from the 

Himalayas to the Western Ghats and central India. 

               स  ल               औ      भ       फ ल   भ       औ                           

         
 Though IBCA members have no financial commitments, countries will be expected to, among 

other things, coordinate action through programmes and activities aimed at improving the 
state of habitats, prey, including big cat protection and conservation, innovation, research, 
development and capacity building. 

 They will also share relevant information about big cat protection and conservation 
programmes. 

            ल      स     औ  स             स  स    ध                   भ  स       ग   
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12M. A new start against noise pollution 

                         ई       

 For a few weeks now, the most insistent sound in Tamil Nadu has been the pea whistle, and 
that looks set to continue. 

    ल      स      स              स स    ध  स            ल         -      (        )          , 
औ   स                      ग  भ          ग   

 Outside the stadium, since the Assembly election results on May 4, supporters of the 
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) have flooded the streets across the State to celebrate 
Joseph Vijay‟s victory by blowing the party‟s election symbol, which is also a pea whistle. 

                , 4  ई                                     स ,                  (TVK)    
स                                स            ल      भ     स       भ   लग        औ       
              —            -   सल       —              

 A single whistle blast creates 104-116 decibels of pressure at the source, according to 
research from Western Michigan University. 

                                 स ध         स  ,       ल  स                   104-116 

                 -                   
 The threshold beyond which sustained exposure to air pressure can damage hearing is 85 

decibels. 

    स      स    ग  लग         -       स             स                        स      , 85 

                     
 While even air pollution has finally forayed into the policy vocabulary as a deleterious 

problem, data from the National Ambient Noise Monitoring Network (NANMN) show that 
more than 80% of recording stations breached the prescribed noise limits during both day 
and night in 2019 itself — while awareness of its ills remains low. 

                                                                             ल ग     ,  फ  
भ                                      (NANMN)                       2019       80%         

       ग               औ           स     ध                     ल            —      इस   
    भ             ग      भ  भ         

 In Chennai, all 10 stations exceeded the residential nighttime threshold of 45 decibels. 

     ई    सभ  10                 ल      स   स    45                        
 A 2022 UN Environment Programme report cited a maximum reading from Moradabad in 

Uttar Pradesh to be the world‟s second-highest on its list (a ranking contested by 

government officials). 

 2022                                                                     स         ध         

                                              ल          ग      (  ल     इस      ग    स      
  ध                      )  

 The actual problem is likely to be much worse as the NANMN has only 70 stations across 
seven metros, and the network has not been meaningfully expanded in 14 years. 

         स     स भ    इसस         ध  ग भ     ,       NANMN      स    ल                
70         , औ     ल  14        इस           स                      ग       

 Further, in towns with less healthy civic infrastructure and less responsive policing, 
loudspeaker permissions are unchecked and construction activity often runs through the 

night. 

 इस          ,      ग                                     औ                          
  ,                                                                                 ल            
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 The World Health Organization (WHO) has attributed 16% of disabling hearing loss in 
adults to occupational noise. 

                   (WHO)                    ल  ग भ               16%    ल          

                          
 India is estimated to have 6.3 crore people with some degree of impaired hearing. 

                      लगभग 6.3            स - -  स                       स   भ         
 The European Environment Agency ranks noise as the second-largest environmental 

cause of disability-adjusted life years (DALYs) lost in Europe, behind only air pollution. 

                                            -                  (DALYs)             ल         
                                     ,       ल            स           

 A WHO synthesis attributed around 16 lakh healthy life years lost annually in Western 
Europe to traffic noise alone. 

 WHO       स                                      लगभग 16              -            

           ल                              
 One reason is the Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000, which set zone-

wise limits and silence zones but which are rarely enforced. 

 इस                      (                  )     , 2000   ,                              
           ध          ग    ,              ल                         

 The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) only recently proposed financial penalties for 

violations — that too because much of the worst noise is generated by occasions that 
politicians would prefer not to police. 

                         (CPCB)      ल         ल         ल                            — औ  
   भ  इस ल        स स    ध              स                   ,                            
 स              

 The Rules already accommodate religious and cultural observances. 

           ल  स            औ                       ल           ध     ल ध           
 State governments can permit nighttime loudspeaker use between 10 pm and midnight on 

festive occasions for up to 15 days a year. 

      स                   स              ध    15          ल      10                   

                             स        
One hopes the whistle that brought him to power could be the start of a new relationship with 
public sound that respects the right of people to work, relax, and sleep in peace. 

                      स   ,   स        स              ,                  स    स     स   ध    
         ग     ल ग                        ,            औ                    स          
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12M. A decentralised solution for waste crisis 
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 The Solid Waste Management Rules, 2026, disregard federalism and embody a 
technocratic vision of environmental governance, insufficiently attentive to ground realities. 

                      , 2026           भ                      औ              स        

      -                             ,                                                
 As framed, they risk producing blurred accountability, unproductive compliance work, and 

paper reporting rather than cleaner cities and villages. 

                                  औ  ग                           ,       ग       ल      , 
       ल   ग          ग                                       

 Plastic-clogged drains worsen monsoon flooding. 

                                       स        औ  ग भ                
 Landfills have become mountains of methane, fire, and leachate. 

                        ,   , औ               ल            ल          
 Open burning of waste materials fouls the air. 

           ल      ल    स                         
 Rivers and coasts bear the burden of urban negligence. 

        औ                ल           भ               
 Rural India, too, is scarred by plastic, sanitary waste, pesticide containers, e-waste, and 

the debris of packaged consumption. 

            भ         ,              ,                , ई-    ,              भ ग स  
             स   भ                 

 The Solid Waste Management Rules, 2026, notified in supersession of the 2016 Rules and 
brought into effect from April 1, 2026, are animated by a legitimate and urgent environmental 

purpose. 

 2016                                  धस                          , 2026,       1      

2026 स  ल ग       ग  ,      ध औ        ल                   स            
 They seek to improve source segregation, regulate bulk waste generators, promote 

scientific processing, reduce dependence on landfills, remediate legacy dumpsites, 
promote a circular economy, and move towards digital monitoring. 

 इ              -                      स ध       ,                                  , 
                             ,             भ            ,                           स     , 
                (Circular Economy)       स         ,                                ग  
         

 The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, under which these Rules are framed, was enacted 
principally under Article 253 of the Constitution, which empowers Parliament to implement 
international obligations — in this case, the 1972 Stockholm Declaration. 

   स         (     )        , 1986       ग                ग    ,  स         स   ध      
        253          ध            ग     ,                                  ल ग          
                  — इस    ल     1972                   

 This gives Parliament wide reach: even subjects touching State or local domains — land, 
water, public health, agriculture, sanitation, or local government — may be legislated 

upon if linked to an international obligation. 

 इसस  स स             ध   -                ;                                  स  स    ध       

—   स      ,   ,           ,     ,       ,                  —    भ                 स    
  ,          स                    स           

 But a power meant to secure minimum national standards should not become a licence for 
the Centre to occupy the field, erode State competence, or centralise administration. 

                              स                 ल     ग      ,              स             
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                  ,                           ,         स                  ध            

            
 Mature federations follow subsidiarity: governmental functions should be performed at the 

lowest level capable of discharging them effectively, and moved upward only when that level 

demonstrably lacks capacity. 

        स                           (Subsidiarity)     स ध         ल         ,   स      स   

स            स                                        भ       स  स               स     , औ  
   ल                                                     स       स ध     

 Local competence is presumed; higher-level intervention must be justified. 

                  ल    स                   ;    -                                       
    

 Nobel Laureate F.A. Hayek‟s “knowledge problem”, explained in The Use of Knowledge 
in Society (1945), is apposite: effective decisions depend on dispersed and contextual 

knowledge of the “particular circumstances of time and place”. 

                        .  .                        The Use of Knowledge in Society 

(1945)             “             (Knowledge Problem)”              स  ग      इस      स   
 भ         , स   औ          “                 ” स  स    ध            औ  स    भग         
  भ            

 Such knowledge cannot be transmitted upward without distortion or delay. 

  स                          ल                          स भ             
 No authority in New Delhi, however well-intentioned, can tailor waste policy with equal fidelity 

to every region‟s ecology, settlement pattern, or administrative and fiscal capacity. 

  ई                   भ     ध   ,       स                             ,              
           ,              ,      स           औ                      स    स      स  
                        स     

 As Nobel Laureate Kenneth Arrow pointed out in The Economic Implications of Learning 
by Doing (1962), capacity is not conferred from above; it is built through decision-making, 
experimentation, feedback, and correction. 

   स                                                  The Economic Implications of 

Learning by Doing (1962)             ,          स                   ;         -      , 

    ,         , औ                 स      स           
 Solid waste management lies at the intersection of environment, sanitation, public 

health, land use, and urban and rural local administration. 

                     स   ध        ,       ,           ,           ,          औ        

             स               
 It is among the most localised functions of governance, depending on household behaviour, 

street-level collection, informal waste workers, ward monitoring, land for composting, 
user charges, recycling markets, and citizen trust. 

      स     स स    ध                    स       ,                ,    -                 , 
                    ,             ,                    ,               ,                 , 
                       भ            

 A system suited to a resource-rich metropolis like Mumbai cannot be mechanically applied 
to a Himalayan pilgrimage town with narrow roads and fragile slopes, an island settlement 
with scarce land, a coastal panchayat facing tidal flooding and marine litter, or a scattered 
tribal hamlet where low-density habitation makes collection and transport costly. 

     ई   स        -                 ल                   स      स    औ         ल      ल  
  स                  , स     भ      ल    स              ,            औ  स          स          
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  स             ,           स            ल    स                                      स  
ल ग               स   ,           स     औ             ध     ग           

 Most panchayats lack adequate staff, let alone sanitation engineers, waste-collection 
vehicles, digital capacity for complex reporting, or the fiscal base to manage four-stream 
segregation. 

   ध                  स                भ    ल ध        ,                    ,     -     

    ,    ल        ग           ल     ,         -                         ध                  

 ध     स  स   ध       औ  भ    ल भ     
 Waste management succeeds only when citizens participate. 

         ध   भ  सफल    स                          स            

 The Solid Waste Management Rules, 2026, disregard federalism, local democracy, and 
subsidiarity. 

                      , 2026       ,              , औ                   स ध              
         

 To succeed, the Rules must be recast around five principles: minimum national 
standards, State flexibility, empowered local bodies, predictable finance, and citizen 
accountability. 

 सफल          ल  इ                             ध         ग                     —        

           ,                 ,                  ,                        ,            

          


