[0}

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

U TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

PATRIOTIC LAS

DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS
THE HINDU NEWSPAPER
12 MAY 2026

YouTube link: https://www.youtube.com/@Patrioticl AS

Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

GS Paper 1: History 12 May 2026

TOPICS COVERED

12M | Baskets were in use 10,000 years ago

10,000 a¥ gger SR AT FT 3TANT g1aT AT

12M | Anglo-Indians and the elections

12M | France woos Anglophone Africa with its ‘partnership of equals’ pitch

T “HATT ATHGRY 3 TEAT & W AT I7SHRT Y T 8T 8

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in _ el

Pagel




9971932488
L

")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

12M. Baskets were in use 10,000 years ago

Baskets were in use 10000 10,000 9§ Tger QYHRAT HT 3TAT e o
years ago SN,

Bhim Betka (Ujjain), May 11: The mesolithic man  who lived in this prehistoric site (near Bhopal) some 10,000
who lived in this prehistoric site (near Bhopal)  years ago, knew the use of baskets.
some 10,000 years ago, knew the use of baskets. YeFT (35 ) qgar

Baskets were used to carry fruits, hunted et (35t), 11 3% ST 1'0'000 v o8
animals and tiny pigs. They were also used to IR T (3T & To¥ehe) H IgeT aTell HEIYTITOT

e Bhim Betka (Ujjain), May 11: The mesolithic man

carry children from one place to another. 5 et ;
Paintings showing the use of baskets and fleid & AT AT T
other artifacts and tools were found in recent o Baskets were used to carry fruits, hunted animals
excavations by archaeologists of the Vikram and tiny pigs.
University. TSR T 3TATT ot fAPR FHT 1T SRt 3R S FIRT

Dr. V.S. Wakankar, who is in charge of the

excavations, said money collection was popular 31 &lel & fere feram Sirdr &

during the mesolithic period. People moving e They were also used to carry children from one place
from one site to another carrying their bags over g another.

the backs and heads had also been seen in the YT : ot

paintings. He said the mesolithic people after eIl SRl I T A W & o ST & fow
coming in contact with the agricultural o foraar ST 2|

chalcolithic communities (3,000 to 5,000 years
ago) on the plains of Malwa appeared to have
lost their art of active and dynamic paintings
and their style showed a static emergence

e Paintings showing the use of baskets and other
artifacts and tools were found in recent excavations by
archaeologists of the Vikram University.

influenced by the chalcolithic pottery drawings. s farafaeTery & qudcatael ganT grer 1 l?,aé' 2}
Cave art of the upper palaeolithic age has also 2yt rarr 3 FHensfaat 3R Susuil & o # gefia
C

been found in about 300 caves and shelters

explored in the rocky terrain. arell ﬁrﬁ_ﬁ'*ﬁ &e g1
At least 1,300 such shelters have so far been o Dr. V.S. Wakankar, who is in charge of the
explored in this region. excavations, said money collection was popular during the

mesolithic period.
TeTs & TN ST, d.UH. IRV o gl o HEGUIITUT Hiel F T HaIg At T

People moving from one site to another carrying their bags over the backs and heads had
also been seen in the paintings.

st 3 ATt ot 3r9e fis 3R AT 9% el AT Th T A GER T o ST §U 7 fegma arar
el

He said the mesalithic people after coming in contact with the agricultural chalcolithic
communities (3,000 to 5,000 years ago) on the plains of Malwa appeared to have lost their art
of active and dynamic paintings and their style showed a static emergence influenced by the
chalcolithic pottery drawings.

3egiel el foh ATeTaT o HeTal 7 T IR THUTNIOT FHEET (3,000 & 5,000 T Tge) &
TYH F 3T o §1¢, FEJUTITUT FHleile] Al of Tihd 3R I1faeirer Frehelr r 31961 e @ &y

T gl & 31T 3e7ehr Aol & araTSTUTERTeNe TR & adet dr Ry & wenfaa feerar fewrs
STl

Cave art of the upper palaeolithic age has also been found in about 300 caves and shelters
explored in the rocky terrain.

SO QRIATSTOT ShTel T AT Sholl 3T TCCT=AT &1 3 il 91 Sa1879T 300 I3 3R Jrardi 7 a1
TSI

At least 1,300 such shelters have so far been explored in this region.

379 T 3T &1F H A T FA 1,300 TH 13T BT @rsT A ST JH &
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12M. Anglo-Indians and the elections

Anglo-Indians and the aett g 3 o

elections EEIAGRTSINEGNGGGG

Calcutta, May 11: A mass meeting of the
Anglo-Indians and Domiciled Europeans was
held this evening at the Y.M.C.A (Wellington
Branch) under the presidency of Col. Gidney.
The speakers dwelt on the necessity of

e Calcutta, May 11: A mass meeting of the
Anglo-Indians and Domiciled Europeans was held
this evening at the Y.M.C.A (Wellington Branch)
under the presidency of Col. Gidney.

Folhdl, 11 AS: 3717 AT Fetel ST I 37€TeTAT 7
Anglo-Indians asserting their right to vote and T T i ) # A #R
urged upon the members of the Community to  3TEIATTI JRTAG=AT hT Teh fqemTer o AT 6 73|

see that their names were entered on the e The speakers dwelt on the necessity of
electoral roll for returning members of their Anglo-Indians asserting their right to vote and urged
community to the Provincial Council and the upon the members of the Community to see that their
Assembly. Col. Gidney said that the time had names were entered on the electoral roll for returning
come when women would have to throw aside ~ members of their community to the Provincial Council
their exclusiveness and come and compete with and the Assembly.

them in the open battle of election. He hoped T3t o TTel-Sf2uH SaRT 39sT AT HTUFR Hr

that in the coming elections they would have )

one woman member returned to the Council. AR &TeY T ATTLIHAT R AR feram 3 qHcHE &

He then spoke at length on the status of the Wﬁmmﬁ;amgﬁﬁaﬁﬁ%mm

Anglo-Indian community. e g 3 e 3 379 : &

SR Y Telel 8 Helerar I & gl &l

o The term Anglo-Indian generally referred to people of mixed Indian and European
ancestry, especially British ancestry.

e An Anglo-Indian person usually had: A British or European father and an Indian
mother, or Mixed European and Indian family background over generations.

e Theterm Domiciled Europeans referred to Europeans who had permanently settled in
India and made India their home.

e These were “full Europeans” living permanently in India rather than temporary
British officers returning to England after service.

France woos Anglophone Africa
with its ‘partnership of equals’ pitch

ssociat
NAIROI

ess tended by more than 30
heads of state and govern-

ment, including from Fran-

France is pitching what it
says is a new model of part-
nership with African coun-
tries at a summit that be-
gins on Monday in Kenya
as it completes a military
withdrawal from West Afri-
can countries that has
been widely seen as mark-
ing declining influence on
the continent.

But Paris is expected to
use the two-day Africa For-
ward Summit, which it is
co-hosting, to push a new
Africa policy that focuses
more on English-speaking
countries and offers what
it calls a “partnership of
equals”.

Its new defence agree-
ment with Kenya marks

French President Emmanuel Macron and Kenyan President William
Ruto arrive for the Africa Forward Summit in Nairobi on Monday. AFpP

the direction it hopes to go.

France has long main-
tained a policy of econom-
ic, political, and military
sway over its former colo-
nies dubbed Francafrique,
which included keeping
thousands of troops in the
region. But after years of

criticism from leaders and
opposition parties in those
countries over what they
described as a demeaning
and heavy-handed ap-
proach, France has been
forced to withdraw most of
those troops.

The summit will be at-

cophone countries. On his
arrival on Sunday, French
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron said France may dis-

agree with West African go-
vernments but “never
disagrees with the
people”.

Row over defence pact
Kenya’s newly ratified de-
fence agreement with
France has been criticised
by civil society groups for
granting too much immun-
ity local law to French
troops, a sensitive issue in
a country where a similar
agreement with the United
Kingdom has left a trail of
hard-to-prosecute crimes
against locals.
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12M. France woos Anglophone Africa with its ‘partnership of equals’ pitch

W WHTT WTHIGRY F TEATd F AT AT 3HIHT Y o3 @7 8

France is pitching what it says is a new model of partnership with African countries at a
summit that begins on Monday in Kenya.

T HHIR & FoaT 7 & 81 3¢ Ueh RIGT Gedelal H 31hrehT G2t o 1Y HSIGRT & Ueh AT Alsel

T JEI Y T ¢

It is completing a military withdrawal from West African countries that has been widely seen
as marking declining influence on the continent.

Ig afRTH INRTHAT SR & 39=A Har Aoy T X TeT 8, F Fgrediy I 38 ged J8iia &
Tohd & &9 H @1 o1 @I ¢

But Paris is expected to use the two-day Africa Forward Summit, which'it is co-hosting, to
push a new Africa policy that focuses more on English-speaking countries and offers what it
calls a “partnership of equals”.

AfFeT AT & 37iic & 6 a8 Te-Astarel! aral &l feadi=r 3rhier vivas ¥ffe &1 39aer 73
3TRYERT AT Y 3R TET & ToIT LT, AT AT &2 W 318 &are shfgd T 3R o9

Ig “HAT AISGRT” HET &
Its new defence agreement with Kenya marks the direction it hopes to go.

HogT & TTY 3ThT AT YT THSIAT 39 fEuT T S ATAT § ToTHeT g 31T S61 AT ¢ |

France has long maintained a policy of economic, political, and military sway over its former
colonies dubbed Francafrique.

WIH ol AT A 3911 g 3ufadei o 3nfdies, Tsrelifcr 3R Aoz gorra aare w@e i hfa
wyﬁ,mmmm%l

This included keeping thousands of troops in the region.
STH &1 H goIRT AfAeh! &l FoITT T@aAT o enfder 2
But after years of criticism from leaders and opposition parties in those countries over what

they described as a demeaning and heavy-handed approach, France has been forced to
withdraw most of those troops.

AifdheT 37 G2t o A3 3R FATah gail ganT 3T AR HoR 1A & 7 A afoTd Afa $r
vt ek AT & aTe; Wie b 37Terenier $fieh aTad gorret a3

The summit will be attended by more than 30 heads of state and government, including from
Francophone countries.

3 IR FFAereT 3 ey st it |t 30 & 3110k Isgredes AR AXHR JHW 19T ol |

Kenya’s newly ratified defence agreement with France has been criticised by civil society
groups for granting too much immunity under local law to French troops.

FT & gTel &1 A ITAlfeT 6T THSHA T ARTRS THATST THET o ITell<iaAT I § Fifeh TE
TR T el U Hfetent o TGl AL G STefet Lt ¢

This is a sensitive issue in a country where a similar agreement with the United Kingdom
has left a trail of hard-to-prosecute crimes against locals.

I8 UV U H Uk HeaA2lel Heal & STl Terges Fharsa & A1y s okg & FHsid & HROT
TATART A9 & TEATE TORTET o AT H TTRAVTSTA TeATeAT hideT 8l AT g |

4

| GS Paper 1: Geography | 12 May 2026

Page

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in ==




")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

GS Paper Il: Polity 12 May 2026

TOPICS COVERED

12M | Govt. to see if schools teaching religion are charitable bodies: SC

73t Y TR & aTer Thet FAT UNTAF/RITHRY EATE &, 7 R TWHR TR F: FHA FIE

12M

SC launches ‘One Case One Data’ and ‘Su Sahay’ chatbot
AT FIE A TeT FH a7 327 3R G TR Aedie dlea

Govt. to see if schools
teaching religion are
charitable bodies: SC
jGs 1i: Poliy ]

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday left it to the go-
vernment to consider
whether schools which im-
part religious instruction
should be brought within
the ambit of constitutional
provisions dealing with
charitable or religious esta-
blishments, rather than be-
ing recognised as ‘secular
or professional’ education-
al institutions.

A Bench headed by Jus-
tice Dipankar Datta said
the issue was within the
domain of the Ministry of
Education, and the court
need not intervene for
NOW.

The petition filed by pe-
titioner-advocate Ashwini
Kumar Upadhyay sought a
direction to declare that
“any institution which im-
parts religious instructions
to promete any religion is
covered under Article
26(a) and not under Arti-
cles 19(1)(g) or Article 30(1)
of the Constitution”.

Article 26(a) is one of
the ‘freedom-of-religion’
rights. It says that a reli-
gious denomination or
‘any  section thereof’
would have the right to es-
tablish and maintain insti-
tutions for religious and
charitable purposes. This,
if done, would mean that
schools imparting religious
instruction would be sub-
ject to the restrictions of
public order, health and
morality.

School curriculum

The petition has argued
that schools which impart
religious instructions must
not come under the right
to profession or occupa-
tion enshrined in Article 19
(1)(g), nor should they be
brought within the ambit
of the right given to minor-
ity communities to esta-
blish and administer “edu-
cational institutions”.

The petition has clearly
sought a dichotomy based
on whether or not religious
instruction was part of a
school’s curriculum. It is
not clear where schools
imparting both secular and
religious education, latter

The court said the issue was
within the domain of the
Ministry of Education.

being left to the choice of
the students, would fit.

Article 30(1) allows mi-
nority religious communi-
ties to establish education-
al institutions  which
impart secular and reli-
gious education. The Arti-
cle reads as, “All minori-
ties, whether based on
religion or language, shall
have the right to establish
and administer education-
al institutions of their
choice”.

The petition said the
court must declare that
‘educational institutions of
their choice’ in Article 30
(1) should be interpreted as
‘secular/professional edu-
cational institutions of
their choice’ and not ‘reli-
gious educational institu-
tions of their choice’.

Monitoring mechanism

Mr. Upadhyay said the
Centre must have a me-
chanism to “register, re-
cognise, supervise and
monitor institutions im-
parting education to chil-
dren up to 14 years”. “This
is an issue of national se-
curity as young kids form
the future of the nation,
and can be brainwashed/
manipulated in unregis-
tered institutions,” the pe-
tition said.

It also raised doubts if
the quality of education
could be ensured by unre-
gistered and unrecognised
institutions.

“The safety and security
of children is paramount.
It is the State’s onus to pre-
vent trafficking of children
by unregistered and unre-
cognised institutions at the
threshold,” the petition
said.

12M. Govt. to see if schools teaching religion are charitable
bodies: SC

e3 Y RAET & IS T FA1 AIfHF/AATFT FEAE §, W W
TR AR F3 gl FiE

e The Supreme Court on Monday left it to the government to consider
whether schools which impart religious instruction should be brought within
the ambit of constitutional provisions dealing with charitable or religious
establishments, rather than being recognised as ‘secular or professional’
educational institutions.

FNH FIE 7 THTR HT T @0 TWHR R o5 &7 foh enfafen RIetm =1 arer
Tl T “YATRYET AT UNGY A&TT0Teh FEATAT o TolTg TRIYHRY AT eTieeh
FEATIT I T HAUTTeIeh TTTYTAT o SR F AT ST IR T AT A8 |

e A Bench headed by Justice Dipankar Datta said the issue was within

the domain of the Ministry of Education, and the court need not intervene
for now.

S TR ST hT 3TEGETAT aTell WS o el foh Ig Hear et #Jarery &
3ITOPR T 7 37T § 3R TFeIgTel 31eTeld I g et T AT HdT Aa! ¢

e The petition filed by petitioner-advocate Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay
sought a direction to declare that “any institution which imparts religious
instructions to promote any religion is covered under Article 26(a) and not
under Articles 19(1)(g) or Article 30(1) of the Constitution”.

TrfreTenll- 31ftraerdT 31TRaelt FAR FuTEATT SarT arRR AT 3 foder aor
HiaT 1 318 TR ‘IS o FEAT S TR 9ot &t Fgrar & & forw enfdies fem S g,
T HeTeBG 26(a) & IHcda 3Mual, o f 3regeda 19(1)(g) AT He7eG 30(1) F
HAAd!”

e Article 26(a) is one of the ‘freedom-of-religion’ rights.
DG 26(a) ‘U hT TIAAAT I S ITURRT A A Th |

e It says that a religious denomination or ‘any section thereof would

have the right to establish and maintain institutions for religious and charitable
purposes.

SHH gl 3T & T IS enfeier TS IT 3HHT IS g7 U1fdieh 1R RIgesry
3EaRdr & forw FET¢ TR AR Farford & &1 Af8aR 3@

e This, if done, would mean that schools imparting religious instruction
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would be subject to the restrictions of public order, health and morality.

I T foram STTaT &, Y sEeT 31 ghen o enfien fR1eT &Y aTer Tt ATdatfetdh caaEdT, TaTEeT
3R AT & gefra wfaset & arefie gt

School curriculum
TRl UTSTHH

The petition has argued that schools which impart religious instructions must not come under
the right to profession or occupation enshrined in Article 19(1)(g), nor should they be brought
within the ambit of the right given to minority communities to establish and administer
“educational institutions”.

TferehT 7 o1k feam aram & that emiates RI&T o1 aTel Tehell 1 Arefeda 19(1)(g) # fAfea demar
SIEIT & HTABR & 3cTaicl TG AT AT ANRT 3R 7 & 35 Ieudiedsh GHETT i “AeTforeh
TEUTT T 3R Taford et & feT 310 31f8eaR & gk & 3@ S aifgv|

The petition has clearly sought a dichotomy based on whether or not religious instruction was
part of a school’s curriculum.

IITeIehT 7 TISC & § Tg [q3TSToT et hY AT 1 378 ¢ o T ennfolen TR1eT Tl Thet &
JTSTsha T feEaT ¢ AT =1gT |

It is not clear where schools imparting both secular and religious education, latter being left to
the choice of the students, would fit.

g TASC 761 § o I T, S UATATUET 3R enfdien gt gep 1 et 2o 8 e enfdies fRuem
ST T THE R BIS €, 5 SATEAT H Fgl 3|

Article 30(1) allows minority religious communities to establish educational institutions which
impart secular and religious education.

3T 30(1) HoTHEas UNffie FHERT Y 08 Aa1fOF T T Fe 1 3eTAfT ar §
it eAfeRdeT 3R enfder St SRR Y et gere e B

The Article reads as, “All minorities, whether based on religion or language, shall have the
right to establish and administer educational institutions of their choice”.

S JeTeoa A el a1 8, “Fl ICTTEIH! F, TTg I 3 IT AT 0T TR 81, 3706l Tie &
AaTfOTer FEATT TS 3R FaATfeld et 1 37fUSR g |

The petition said the court must declare that ‘educational institutions of their choice’ in Article
30(2) should be interpreted as ‘secular/professional educational institutions of their choice’
and not ‘religious educational institutions of their choice’.

1Rt 3 T AT 3% 3reTerdt T BN et =nfew 3 3rereda 30(1) # el u¥ig & AatOes
FEATT T 31 3190 98 F T fadeq/aday de1fores Geae gl AT, o fF 39 ude &
i deTfores TTueT |

Monitoring mechanism

ICORCIGE]

Mr. Upadhyay said the Centre must have a mechanism to “register, recognise, supervise and
monitor institutions imparting education to children up to 14 years”.

AT SUTEATT o g7 Tk gy o I 14 T ofeh & sreel] i TAETT Sa ATell HEATHT Y “Toiiep],
AT 9Ted, TIATadT 3R TR a1 7 gl TR

“This is an issue of national security as young kids form the future of the nation, and can be
brainwashed/manipulated in unregistered institutions,” the petition said.

ITTRIhT 3 T 31T, “Tg TS FR&TT T HeeT ¢ FiTeh BIe Ted &7 T Hiasy § 3R 3siigpd
TEATSAT 7 ST FeAATN/GEIANIT AT ST Hhell 517
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It also raised doubts if the quality of education could be ensured by unregistered and
unrecognised institutions.

ST g 8 Teg ST I1T T T rsfiehc AR IR-ATAT Yo HEATAT SaRT FRITT T ayorarr
gl T ST el B

“The safety and security of children is paramount.

‘T ST GRET 3R T HafaR §

It is the State’s onus to prevent trafficking of children by unregistered and unrecognised
institutions at the threshold,” the petition said.

ITTIehT # gl a7, “37doiighel 3R IR-ATIT JTCd HEATAT SART el h el Y TRIFh T
TR AehedT T Y FHFAEHY E1”

12M. SC launches ‘One Case One Data’ and ‘Su
Sahay’ chatbot

A FIE A ‘el FF o1 30 3R G Fgr’ Aeaie dlea
T

e Chief Justice of India Surya Kant on Monday

SC launches ‘One Case One announced in open court the launch of a major digital initiative —

“One Case One Data” — to integrate the judicial administration

Data’and ‘Su Sahay chatbot at every level, from the taluk court to the top court, into a unified

Chief Justice of India Surya Kant on Monday system.

announced in open court the launch ofamajor  gyrry 35 FrEy FATATENRr YAFIT & HHIR T Tell 3eTeid H Teh a2
nnounced ir 7 T g .

digital initiative — “One Case One Data” — to

integrate the judicial administration at every IHEC ugd — “aef S TT e — Fr ng & gy ‘_’ﬁ,

level, from the taluk court to the top court, into a

unified system. The CJl said the mechanismis 3R 32T dELTT TETeld A ol Tdfed JETeld deh &< T

aimed at creating a more comprehensive and

interconnected digital database across courts. IIAF T feIeh STdTAT bl Thishd YTl & JATSaAT %’|
D S

The CJI also announced the launch of ‘Su Sahay’, . - o .
an artificial intelligence (AI)-powered assistance e The CJl said the mechanism is aimed at creating a more

chatbot integrated with the Supreme Court comprehensive and interconnected digital database across

website to facilitate easier access to justice and
court-related services for litigants.

courts.
ATY AT o gl Toh S SHTEYT I 3¢ IeTeldl & ard
3T SATIh 3R TRET 31 g3 fB e sterad SR & 8|

The CJI also announced the launch of ‘Su Sahay’, an artificial intelligence (Al)-powered
assistance chatbot integrated with the Supreme Court website to facilitate easier access to
justice and court-related services for litigants.

HET IRl & G WET & YIRS k1 off eNyoT Y, St T gefasar (Al) srenie agrar
Hedie § 3R 58 I FIE AT ASAST & ATY ST I E ATfeh ATehRET T =417 AR 7erera &
He TR a3t e AT T A T |

GS Paper I1: Governance 12 May 2026

TOPICS COVERED

12M | Military strikes, gang massacres in Nigeria kill around 100 civilians

ATSSHRET & A= gHal 3 RIS F ATWER & FTe13r 100 ATTRAT v Hla
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= . 12M. Military strikes, gang massacres in

Military strikes, gang massacres Nigeria kill around 100 civilians

in Nigeria kill around 100 civilians  smsshiftar # ¥=r ot skt Rl & swwe

# ST 100 AT Y Al

e The Nigerian military and the “bandit”
gangs it is fighting killed around 100 civilians on
Sunday, sources said.

AT & gt o UAaR 1 ArsehRas @ 31k sa@ &
% “dfe ORIt & SeTemT 100 ATETRERT 1 gear T &

e The Nigerian military killed at least 72

people, many of them civilians, in an airstrike in
Zamfara.

A INIATE VT o THERT H Th gals §HA A FA T

The Nigerian military and the “bandit” gangs it is fighting killed . .

around 100 civilians on Sunday, sources said. The Nigerian military A 72 AT A AR STefl, SEE Eh—é— AR |
killed at least 72 people, many of them civilians, in an airstrike in

Zamfara. Another air strike killed 13 civilians in Niger. Armed gangs

also killed 30 people in a separate attack in Zamfara. AFP

GS Paper Il: International Relations 12 May 2026
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12M | Ahead of UAE visit, PM to meet Iran FM and BRICS Ministers
TS I W Tge, TUTTAA $0e & fager 730 ik BRICS #ft & frerat

12M | A new phase in the India-Vietnam strategic partnership

HRA- ATt ATARS AR FT T «147 ToT

12M | How rumours of ‘shrinking genitals’ triggered panic, mob attacks in Congo

RAFs ST’ HY waTel o F H FH ggara 3N ofis gvel B s fo
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Ahead of UAE visit,
PM to meet Iran FM
and BRICS Ministers

_ Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi will travel
to New Delhi this week to
attend the BRICS Foreign
Ministers meeting on May
14-15 and is expected to call
on Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi before the latter’s
visit to the UAE, diplomatic
sources confirmed to The
Hindu. Mr. Araghchi, who
will arrive on Wednesday,
is expected to meet the
Prime Minister in a joint
call-on along with other
BRICS Ministers from Bra-
zil, Russia, South Africa,
Egypt, Ethiopia, and Indo-
nesia on Thursday.

Chinese Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yiis likely to be in
Beijing for the visit of U.S.
President Donald Trump
set for the same dates. Offi-
cials did not confirm
whether UAE Foreign Mi-
nister Sheikh Abdullah Bin
Zayed Al Nahyan will travel
to Delhi for the BRICS meet
or remain in Abu Dhabi to
receive Mr. Modi. The flur-
ry of diplomatic meetings
at the highest levels indi-
cates India is stepping up
its outreach amid the West
Asia war, which has had a
deep economic impact on
the nation and the region.

Mr. Modi’s visit to the
UAE will come at the start
of his six-day five-nation
tour to Europe from May 15
to 20. He is expected to vi-
sit the Netherlands, Swe-
den, Italy, and Norway for
bilateral visits.

In Oslo, he will attend
the Nordic-India Summit
including leaders of Den-
mark, Finland, Iceland,
Sweden, and Norway.

“This visit underlines
the importance of cooper-
ation with India, Norway
and the Nordic countries
in these times of global in-
stability. We stand together
in promoting international
cooperation and a rules-
based world order,” Nor-
way’s Prime Minister Jonas
Gahr Stere said announc-
ing Mr. Modi’s visit, indi-
cating that the ongoing
conflicts in Ukraine, Iran,
and Gaza are expected to

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi is scheduled to arrive
in New Delhi on Wednesday. ap

be discussed during the
summit.

The engagements in
Delhi and Abu Dhabi will
be particularly significant
as they come amid a pause
in the war in West Asia,
and just as the government
begins to implement aus-
terity measures on oil and
foreign exchange and tra-
vel, proposed by Mr. Modi
at a public meeting in Hyd-
erabad on Sunday.

Iran-UAE tensions
Mr. Modi’s meeting with
Mr. Araghchi, just ahead of
his talks with UAE Presi-
dent Mohammed bin
Zayed, comes a week after
tensions between Iran and
the UAE escalated when
Iran attacked the Fujairah
oil facility with missiles.
India condemned the
strikes, while Iran indicat-
ed that it was targeting the
UAE for its support to the
U.S. after U.S.’s warships at-
tacked Iranian naval boats
in the Strait of Hormuz.
This is Mr. Araghchi’s
first visit to India in a year.
In March, a few days af-
ter the U.S.-Israel strikes
on Iran began, his deputy
Saeed Khatibzadeh had vi-
sited Delhi and met Exter-
nal Affairs Minister S. Jaish-
ankar. Mr. Araghchi and
Mr. Jaishankar have spoken
over the telephone five
times since the conflict be-
gan. Of particular concern
for India is the continued
blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz, with 13 Indian
ships and 340 seafarers
stuck at the strait, and
energy, fertilizer and other
shipments also held up.

12M. Ahead of UAE visit, PM to meet Iran FM and
BRICS Ministers

JUS AT & Yga, T $307 & fager #1+ 3 BRICS
i & P
e Mr. Modi’s visit to the UAE will come at the start of his six-day
five-nation tour to Europe from May 15 to 20.

A FEY T TuS AT 15 @ 20 7S Aok Gt ATl 3e7ah O faadiy gid g2t &
T 2R T Q3T F gl

e He s expected to visit the Netherlands, Sweden, Italy, and
Norway for bilateral visits.

3oTh AgTels, Tlea, sealt 3 A T gfaTaiy A3 W AT FHr TG
gl

e In Oslo, he will attend the Nordic-India Summit including
leaders of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Sweden, and Norway.

INEAT H I8 ATTSh-5 134T RNET FFATT & 9197 o9, ST 37d, heTels,
IS, EseT 3R AT & AdT enfFAe giar|

e “This visit underlines the importance of cooperation with India,
Norway and the Nordic countries in these times of global instability.

“Ig ITAT AfRaeh 31TEARAT & $H AR H AR, aAid AR sAffse oif & ar
TEANT & Hged T X@iTehe T 81

e Mr. Modi’'s meeting with Mr. Araghchi, just ahead of his talks
with UAE President Mohammed bin Zayed, comes a week after
tensions between Iran and the UAE escalated when Iran attacked the
Fujairah oil facility with missiles.

A1 AT BT A IRTE Y Joeh, JUE Wyt AgFAe e S & Ty
IoTehT aTelT & ek Tt 81 W ¥, ST Toh HeclTg Tget &t HX qud & o
T 9 31T AT 1Tk $30eT o FAATgal § Folig der Glam oX ger fomar
|

e India condemned the strikes, while Iran indicated that it was
targeting the UAE for its support to the U.S. after U.S.’s warships
attacked Iranian naval boats in the Strait of Hormuz.

IR o 3T gl T fieT 3, STafeh ST & Hoba AT o a8 3rARFT 7
Y Sl & HROT JUS T [ARMAT ST T T, ST IARET Jegraat o
BT STASATAET H $06N AN foen ettt oX e foma|
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A new phase in the India-Vietnam strategic partnership

he state visit of Vietnamese President Té

Lim to India last week (May 57, 2026)

marks a consequential moment in the
steady deepening of India-Vietnam ties, reflecting
both the maturation of a long-standing
partnership amid the sharpening strategic
imperatives of the Indo-Pacific. The decision to
elevate bilateral relations to an Enhanced
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, along with
a wide range of agreements spanning defence,
technology, finance, and energy, signals not
merely incremental progress but a qualitative
shift in the trajectory of the relationship.

The visit comes at a time of heightened
geopolitical flux in the Indo-Pacific as Vietnam
finds itself navigating an increasingly assertive
China in the South China Sea, while India
continues to consolidate its Act East policy into a
more security-oriented Indo-Pacific strategy. The
convergence of threat perceptions, particularly
regarding maritime coercion, supply chain
vulnerabilities, and strategic autonomy, has
provided a durable foundation for bilateral
engagement. Indeed, the evolution of
India-Vietnam ties has been gradual but
structurally consistent, with India’s erstwhile
Look East (now Act East) policy providing the
initial impetus and the elevationtoa
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in 2016
enabling institutionalised defence and security
cooperation. Since then, regular high-level
exchanges, defence dialogues, and
capacity-building initiatives have deepened trust.

The pillar of defence cooperation

Defence cooperation, in particular, has emerged
as the backbone of the partnership. In addition to
symbolic actions such as the transfer of the
missile corvette, INS Kirpan (in 2023), India has
offered Vietnam finance lines, training assistance,
and maritime cooperation structures. The
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Indo-Pacific
dynamics are
reshaping the
India-Vietnam
bilateral
relationship

current debates around the possible shipment of
BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles demonstrate
a change in the deterrence calculation in the
South China Sea from capacity-building to
capability enhancement.

Similarly, economic ties, while less prominent
historically, are now acquiring greater salience.
Bilateral trade has crossed $16 billion, with an
ambitious target of $25 billion by 2030,
underscoring the recognition of untapped
potential. A move toward next-generation
economic participation is shown in the focus on
supply chain resilience, rare earth collaboration,
and digital payment integration. Moreover,
Vietnam'’s position as an Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) manufacturing
powerhouse makes it an essential partner for
India’s diversification plans, especially in terms of
scaling back reliance on supply chains that are
mostly focused on China.

The regional impact

This deepening partnership has important
regional ramifications. First, the relationship
between India and Vietnam forms an important
component of minilateral balancing in the
Indo-Pacific.

Together with Japan, Australia, and the United
States, both nations contribute to a wider
network of strategic alliances that fight to
maintain a rules-based maritime order, even if
they are not legally included in U.S.-led alliance
structures. A common normative framework
intended to combat unilateralism in the South
China Sea is shown in the explicit focus of joint
statements on the “rule of law, peace, and
stability”.

Second, the partnership underscores the
growing centrality of ASEAN in India’s
Indo-Pacific vision. Vietnam, as one of ASEAN’s
more geopolitically assertive and strategically

consequential members, serves as a linchpin for
India’s deeper engagement with Southeast Asia.
At the same time, Hanoi’s own foreign policy,
characterised by diversification and strategic
hedging, finds a natural complement in India’s
multipronged partnership approach.

Third, the expansion of cooperation into areas
such as critical minerals and emerging
technologies points to the evolving nature of
strategic competition in the Indo-Pacific.
Partnerships such as the India-Vietnam
partnership will be crucial in shaping alternative
economic architectures as global supply chains
become more securitised. The agreements made
during the visit point to an effort to move beyond
conventional economic ties in favour of a more
comprehensive framework for economic security.

Structural issues

Looking ahead, the trajectory of India-Vietnam
ties will depend on the ability of both sides to
translate strategic intent into operational
outcomes. Implementation gaps, particularly in
trade, connectivity, and defence industrial
cooperation, remain despite the strong political
and strategic alignment. For example, navigating
scientific, financial, and geopolitical obstacles will
be necessary to realise defence exports such as
BrahMos. In a similar vein, resolving structural
obstacles, including logistics, legal frameworks,
and private sector involvement, will be necessary
to meet the ambitious trade goals.

India-Vietnam relations are likely to become
increasingly embedded within the evolving
architecture of the Indo-Pacific. Partnerships that
combine functional cooperation with strategic
trust will become more important as great power
competition heats up. Hence, Mr. Té LAm’s visit is
more about marking the beginning of bilateral
ties as a mature, multifaceted partnership than
about a single diplomatic milestone.

12M. A new phase in the India-Vietnam strategic partnership

HRA-RAITTH FANE ATHASR HT TSH 747 II0T

e The state visit of Viethamese President Té Lam to India last week (May 5-7, 2026) marks a
consequential moment in the steady deepening of India-Vietnam ties, reflecting both the
maturation of a long-standing partnership amid the sharpening strategic imperatives of the

Indo-Pacific.

el Iedig (5-7 A%, 2026) faId=i# & Tsgafa af 9 6T HRT IHET, HR-Radee gaut Hr
AT TGS T eRiet ATell Teh HgedquT HNOT & | T AT fE-Teier 817 & Tocl AraRen getferar
& oI It 21T T SrefhIforeh ATSIGRT I aRaeraar &t off gfafafad e g1

e The decision to elevate bilateral relations to an Enhanced Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership, along with a wide range of agreements spanning defence, technology,
finance, and energy, signals not merely incremental progress but a qualitative shift in the
trajectory of the relationship.

SIauaiT HaYT FI Tegies FIFUR AT TEETNH UTCATIAT deh SoleTc il I (IO, T2T T4,
Sle Ay, faet 3R Sl S &1 7 U 31eieh TS, el A T AT Sfeh Gaet A e

# Ta O IR &7 Hhel & B

e The visit comes at a time of heightened geopolitical flux in the Indo-Pacific as Vietnam
finds itself navigating an increasingly assertive China in the South China Sea, while India
continues to consolidate its Act East policy into a more security-oriented Indo-Pacific

strategy.

ww@mﬁgﬁ%m%—w&ﬁﬁﬁwﬁﬁ?mm@r%l T 3R Raaas
Y EfRToT et AR 3 3170 JsHTe gt HNeT T TTHAT AT I35 T@T &, TET gadT 3 AR 3ty
TFe §¥C afifer a1 TR gRat-hiod ffq-gera ot & gRafdd T wr el
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The convergence of threat perceptions, particularly regarding maritime coercion, supply
chain vulnerabilities, and strategic autonomy, has provided a durable foundation for
bilateral engagement.

faRIvehRt FopelY gama, Jmqfet @l A1 FAAREL, TAT FARE FAEAT § T T TRl i FA=T
FHS o Sfa9e{T TG & TeIT Ueh TR TR YT fohar g |

Indeed, the evolution of India-Vietnam ties has been gradual but structurally consistent, with
India’s erstwhile Look East (now Act East) policy providing the initial impetus and the
elevation to a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership in 2016 enabling institutionalised
defence and security cooperation.

ARECT &, R -FAF e Feeil 7 faehrar eR-eM g317 &, o] T8 TReATcA &9 J e T
€1 R T I o §¥< A (319 ToFe §¥< ) 3 8ehT RT3 IO ver= Y, Stafe a¥ 2016
Tl a1 ST FARE ASERY dE oot R STTeT F TEATeTe & AR AT We e A Ao
A

Since then, regular high-level exchanges, defence dialogues, and capacity-building
initiatives have deepened trust.

a9 ¥ A 3oa-Fadir NTeTA-9eT, I8T HaTg, 2T &7AdT fARTT Ugdl o gleir &2if & o
faeary &t 3R 3178 argw fRar gl

The pillar of defence cooperation
T&TT HEANIT HT ATURETH

Defence cooperation, in particular, has emerged as the backbone of the partnership.
AT &G &, T8I WEANT 5T AR T Jg & & F 3MT B

In addition to symbolic actions such as the transfer of the missile corvette INS Kirpan (in
2023), India has offered Vietnam finance lines, training assistance, and maritime
cooperation structures.

2023 H RS Fide AMETATH fFITT F gEATTIUT 9 T lahTcH she Al & JfaRed, IR
e 1 facier HgraraT, TRIGTOT TE T T WA WEA T LTS Fere i g |

The current debates around the possible shipment of BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles
demonstrate a change in the deterrence calculation in the South China Sea from capacity-
building to capability enhancement.

FEA GuREIAT For AwTgel T AT 3Tt T ofeht Tl QI dcTeT =TT ETaToT et TR
& yfaRiue &77aT (Deterrence) FI AT F aRadet ¥ gaiiclt §, S8 319 €1 Shaol &787T

FAHTOT & 3779Y oot A+ &THAT FGIFIOT W higd 81 AT |
Bilateral trade has crossed $16 billion, with an ambitious target of $25 billion by 2030,
underscoring the recognition of untapped potential.

gfaqafir SATIR 16 3 STe A 3178 81 Y &, A ¥ 2030 dF 25 A STeR T HgcaTeniail
g feiRe foram aram 8, Sir et it & dier 375t HeMTaretiait Y ageltet ol i &1

A move toward next-generation economic participation is shown in the focus on supply
chain resilience, rare earth collaboration, and digital payment integration.

3raTelt it it 3T stefiamY 1 ferem 3 Soct FeHT T Hohdt ATl T Y A, o HaT
dcdl (Rare Earths) % @@, aur fBfSree sprarer vhieor W fow 517 3¢ faQy eare & ffrerar
gl

Moreover, Vietham’s position as an Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
manufacturing powerhouse makes it an essential partner for India’s diversification plans,
especially in terms of scaling back reliance on supply chains that are mostly focused on
China.

sqe 3ifaRera, Raaem Fr Ul v snfAaer (ASEAN) Rfastor afFa-dg & &9 &, 389 9ma
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e Together with Japan, Australia, and the United States, both nations contribute to a wider
network of strategic alliances that fight to maintain a rules-based maritime order, even if

they are not legally included in U.S.-led alliance structures.

ST, JiteeforT, 3R TgFa o AR & @y Aoy, 2l 237 0 SATIsh FHARE TSaerat
& S A ARG & T8 &, S eT-ATeTRa HIEY STaEAT T FoA1T IWoT T TATH I 8, 37T &
& St & & AR e areh o SaenHt 7 R 7 8

e |n a similar vein, resolving structural obstacles, including logistics, legal framewaorks, and
private sector involvement, will be necessary to meet the ambitious trade goals.

=8 YR, Fgcarshialt caTaTRe o8t Y ITec et & oIt FAATCHS ST — S
A e, Fe a1, 7T frsi &v Y SmferY — &1 FATETT HIEAT TR BT

How rumours of ‘shrinking genitals’
triggered panic, mob attacks in Congo

Claims of outsiders spreading the ‘illness’ and viral videos of men speaking inside crowded churches of how they were cured through prayers caused

suspicion among the people in Tshopo province; four health workers killed in October, and a WHO-backed monitor linked 17 killings to the rumours

NEWS ANALYSIS
Shikha Kumari A

ate last year, men in

parts of Congo’s

Tshopo  province
began whispering about
something strange that
was happening in nearby
villages. At first, the stories
sounded too absurd to tra-
vel far. A man in a market
claimed his genitals had
suddenly shrunk after
brushing against a stran-
ger. Someone else said it
happened inside a taxi. In
another village, people
spoke about a man who re-
turned from town con-
vinced that the part of his
body had disappeared
altogether.

And then the videos
started appearing, people
gathered around phones
watching clips of alleged
victims speaking inside
crowded churches while
pastors stood beside them
claiming they had been
cured through prayer.
Some videos  spread
through Facebook pages
and TikTok accounts. Oth-
ers moved from phone to
phone through Bluetooth
shares and WhatsApp
groups, spreading across
villages faster than official
information ever could.

In many places, the ru-
mours arrived before the
authorities did. By the time
officials in Tshopo publicly
denied the existence of any
mysterious illness, fear
had already settled across

Afile photo of Congo River port of Kisangani, in Tshapo. Many churches in Kisangani hosted testimonies
from supposed victims while social media made clips of these viral. REUTERS

parts of northeastern De-
mocratic Republic of Con-
go, where  rumours,
churches, and social media
had combined to create so-
mething more powerful
than a simple falsehood.
Men spoke cautiously
around strangers. Com-
munities became suspi-
cious of outsiders. Stories
changed slightly depend-
ing on who was telling
them, but the central fear
remained the same.

“Theft of bodies’

Something was stealing
men’s bodies. In the
month of October, the
health workers travelling
through the Isangi area of
Tshopo province arrived in
villages already consumed
by weeks of panic. They
carried tablet computers,
questionnaires, and reflec-

Address

tive jackets as part of vacci-
nation-related field sur-
veys, but in some
communities those unfa-
miliar objects and routines
were interpreted very dif-
ferently by residents who
had spent weeks hearing
that outsiders were spread-
ing a disease that caused
men’s genitalia to shrink or
disappear.

According to Reuters, at
least four health workers
were later killed after
crowds accused them of
spreading the supposed
illness.

One of them was Dr.
John Tangakeya. His wife
later told Reuters that the
family had spoken to him
earlier that day because it
was his birthday. The chil-
dren were waiting for him
to come home that evening
for celebrating together. In-

stead, news arrived that
the health team he was
part of had been attacked
by mobs even as they tried
to explain that their sur-
veys had nothing to do
with the rumours spread-
ing in the province.

The World Health Or-
ganization(WHO)-backed
Africa Infodemic Response
Alliance, which monitors
dangerous health misinfor-
mation across Africa, later
linked at least 17 killings to
the rumours, though some
incidents could not be in-
dependently verified.

Long before social me-
dia existed, versions of this
panic had already travelled
across parts of Africa.

Researchers have docu-
mented similar episodes
for decades in Ghana, Ni-
geria, Cameroon, Benin,
and Congo itself, where ru-
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mours of “penis theft” or
genital shrinking periodi-
cally triggered mob attacks
against people accused of
witchcraft or supernatural
powers. In Ghana, during
the 1990s, several people
accused of “penis snatch-
ing” were beaten to death
by mobs. In Kinshasa, in
2008, police detained
more than a dozen sus-
pected “sorcerers” after
panic spread through the
capital and led to attempt-
ed lynchings.

Amplified by churches
Anthropologists who study
such incidents have often
argued that the panic is not
simply about superstition.
In many places, fears
around genital theft be-
came tied to larger anxie-
ties about masculinity, ill-
ness, vulnerability, power,
and social instability, par-
ticularly in societies where
spiritual explanations for
misfortune remain deeply
embedded in everyday life.

But something about
the Congo episode felt dif-
ferent.  Earlier, panic
spread through markets,
crowded taxis, churches,
and radio broadcasts. This
time, much of the fear
moved online first, where
videos featuring alleged
victims and miracle cures
circulated rapidly through
algorithm-driven feeds be-
fore local officials fully un-
derstood what was unfold-
ing on the ground.

Several churches in Ki-
sangani hosted testimonies
from supposed victims

while Facebook pages and
TikTok accounts reposted
clips that gathered hun-
dreds of thousands of
views. Some videos re-
mained online even after
authorities publicly dismis-
sed the claims as false.

Health officials later said
the violence exposed a
deeper crisis facing public
health systems in parts of
Africa, where distrust to-
ward authorities has been
shaped by years of political
instability, misinformation,
and memories of earlier
health emergencies, in-
cluding Ebola and CO-
VID-19 outbreaks, during
which some communities
viewed outside medical
teams with suspicion.

In villages where people
had already spent weeks
discussing the rumours
among themselves, the ar-
rival of unfamiliar health
workers carrying devices
and asking questions ap-
peared, for some residents,
to confirm the fears they al-
ready believed were true.

Months later, the ru-
mours have still not com-
pletely disappeared.

Officials continue run-
ning radio campaigns and
public awareness pro-
grammes aimed at stop-
ping the spread of misin-
formation. Arrests have
been made in some areas.
But many of the original vi-
deos are still circulating on-
line, resurfacing again and
again across different parts
of Congo, long after author-
ities declared that the ill-
ness itself never existed.
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12M. How rumours of ‘shrinking genitals’ triggered panic, mob attacks in
Congo

‘Rz Feratiai’ $Y rbarel A F 7 FA ggara AR otz goval w oo R

e Claims of outsiders spreading the ‘illness’ and viral videos of men speaking inside crowded
churches of how they were cured through prayers caused suspicion among the people in
Tshopo province.

T ST EaRT ‘AR el %aﬁfﬁﬁgﬁmmﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ%m@r%@ﬁﬁm
FLe aTel AT AISAY o @AY Ui F 91 & oy Teg Yer o feam|

e Four health workers were killed in October, and a WHO-backed monitor linked 17 killings to
the rumours.

37FEeR H IR TARRLYRIAIT hT §eaT I &1 15 3R WHO TR Ueh [9R1el HHg o 17 geansit
T 31 JhaTel & AT

e Late last year, men in parts of Congo’s Tshopo province began whispering about something
strange that was happening in nearby villages.

Ooer af & 37T A Siel & cAla) Wid & o T F TN 91 & 1iat 3 gl WEF Th 7ol Teal
SR & GEGHA ol |

e Atfirst, the stories sounded too absurd to travel far.
%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmmmzﬁﬁsmq{ﬁmﬁmaﬁm ot

¢ A man in a market claimed his genitals had suddenly shrunk after brushing against a
stranger.

T STSIR H Teh ek o el T foh fohall 3TTetel & @ STt & STe; 38eh STefelia1 3rdleleh [ahs
|

e Someone else said it happened inside a taxi.
feralt 3T Y et foh 7§ TreT SRl o e &%

¢ In another village, people spoke about a man who returned from town convinced that the part
of his body had disappeared altogether.

TUeh 37T INd F AT Uh U T & aR H a1 P g A ST e A cllea g faary ey ofemm
T foh 38 IR o1 dg fear I ¥ a1 &1 I am gl

¢ And then the videos started appearing, people gathered around phones watching clips of
alleged victims speaking inside crowded churches while pastors stood beside them claiming
they had been cured through prayer.

T fifsar @rea 3 o, mqﬁaémmmﬁaﬁm%ﬁﬁmg
TFIT W o3 STaTeh UTe 3oTeh I9Tel & W3 BT &raT T g A o 3 Iryar & i gt 1w g
e Some videos spread through Facebook pages and TikTok accounts.
5o A g Goit 3R Reeei 3rehrsea & SRT el
e Others moved from phone to phone through Bluetooth shares and WhatsApp groups,
spreading across villages faster than official information ever could.

3o el sefger AR 3R epTeATT TG ST Toh HIeT § GE et efeh TG T ariat o
3R AR & o A & et 1T

¢ In many places, the rumours arrived before the authorities did.
g STITET I 3hale HIUFIRET & Tgaiel A Tl & el Teb 2ff|

e By the time officials in Tshopo publicly denied the existence of any mysterious iliness, fear
had already settled across parts of northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo.

9 ek T & 1R o Ardetfae 9 ¥ fhdy WEga=l AR & 378dca 8 SR o,
aaww—qﬁgmmmmaﬁmmaﬁéﬁwﬁﬁaﬂmgwml

¢ Rumours, churches, and social media had combined to create something more powerful than
a simple falsehood.
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Men spoke cautiously around strangers.

TR ST (ST o ITHATH LT F ST FTeA ol |

Communities became suspicious of outsiders.

THCT STEX et IR T et ol |

Stories changed slightly depending on who was telling them, but the central fear remained the
same.

HEITAT Gollol dTel oh ITAR AT derel STclt A, oHfeheT HET ST TgY F=11 e

‘Theft of bodies’
‘QriiT 1 IR

Something was stealing men’s bodies.

S TE o IR T TR TgT AT

In the month of October, the health workers travelling through the Isangi area of Tshopo
province arrived in villages already consumed by weeks of panic.

Wﬂ%ﬁﬁaﬂﬂm%mﬁmﬁwwmwﬁmmﬁﬁ@mmﬁﬁﬁ
gq?ﬁaﬁragaraﬁﬁigtr%}l

They carried tablet computers, questionnaires, and reflective jackets as part of vaccination-
related field surveys.

q ErenTehoT Hetll $hies § o RE8 & &9 F Tl FgeX, TeaTael AR Rerel{eFed Sihe ot
Tl 1§ A

But in some communities those unfamiliar objects and routines were interpreted very
differently by residents who had spent weeks hearing that outsiders were spreading a disease
that caused men’s genitalia to shrink or disappear.

Qifehel e FHCTAT H 3o7 IR aecg3iT 3 TThATI T 37 SN F 3T TG & FHST il g
gl & Fg el 1& T amgdr ofter Xt ARy thelr 7§ € TSy ot & Sfetetiar s St 8 ar
AT T AT &

According to Reuters, at least four health workers were later killed after crowds accused
them of spreading the supposed illness.

UIeH & ITAR, 1S GaRT HA STHART Hellel T HRIY 1T & dle; HH T HH TR
TATELIR AT T §eAT T &Y TS|

One of them was Dr. John Tangakeya.

3T | Teh 3. Silel ST |

His wife later told Reuters that the family had spoken to him earlier that day because it was
his birthday.

3oThT Teadl o TG, 3 ICH ol 9T foh IRAR o 39 T Tger 373 a1 1 At Fifh 3o1ehr

STeATGe AT
The children were waiting for him to come home that evening for celebrating together.
I 39 ATH 3eTeh X dlicel I SR I & & difch T AR ST HelT Feh |

Instead, news arrived that the health team he was part of had been attacked by mobs even as
they tried to explain that their surveys had nothing to do with the rumours spreading in the
province.

% Tl WeR TS T for Tareey gof 1 ag REAT &, 38 W s & gHen e fear siefh @
TASTA T FIfART T IE A R 37 T 1 9id & el WY 37haTel & HIs JaeT 87 8
The World Health Organization (WHO)-backed Africa Infodemic Response Alliance,

which monitors dangerous health misinformation across Africa, later linked at least 17 killings
to the rumours, though some incidents could not be independently verified.
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T 3TSRTSRT H WeleTTeh TARELY HET ITeTel G131 hl TAIRTAT hlel aTel fred Fareey Harset
(WHO) FATH 3nhTehT +hIsfie REUTed TAHH o 916 7 hal A el 17 g1l o7 3Thargl
ST, FTelTh FHo Tea3i 6 Taas gfve 76 gf T

/I&?r?(?abefore social media existed, versions of this panic had already travelled across parts of

mmm%ma;a%lﬁﬁm@ragam?rwmaﬁrammm%aéﬁwﬁﬁﬁmﬁ
oY

Researchers have documented similar episodes for decades in Ghana, Nigeria, Cameroon,
Benin, and Congo itself.

QRT3 Y GRrehT & HTEAT, ATSNRAT, Hharwet, afeveT 31 FIe 7 WL =31t 1 eEardsior
Far gl

Rumours of “penis theft” or genital shrinking periodically triggered mob attacks against people
accused of witchcraft or supernatural powers.

“FolaT TN AT STAT1aT [t T 3ohael o FHI-HHT TR STGlAT AT 37cllicheh APl &
IR o) 83 goeit shl Siee fear|

In Ghana, during the 1990s, several people accused of “penis snatching” were beaten to
death by mobs.

1990 & &k H g1 H “foler I & 3IRIT F &g el & 815 o Gie-Fiesht AR srelm|

In Kinshasa, in 2008, police detained more than a dozen suspected “sorcerers” after panic
spread through the capital and led to attempted lynchings.

2008 # FermaT & ToreTel # agerd et 3R i3 SaRT g & I & a6 I o Ueh GoiT &
31fereR Aieaer “SiegRI” T e # form|

Amplified by churches

Anthropologists who study such incidents have often argued that the panic is not simply about
superstition.

Y TEATIT T T e Il ATATIATAT IR g & 1o Tg GeId dhaol JufaRary as
ofaa 7 g

In many places, fears around genital theft became tied to larger anxieties about masculinity,
illness, vulnerability, power, and social instability.

S STITET I SieTetieT TRY T 3T Te¥cd, STARY, 3RTET, At IR AR AT A Sy 9
I3 & 53 1|

This was particularly true in societies where spiritual explanations for misfortune remain
deeply embedded in everyday life.

Ig TAAT &9 A 3T FATSH H e AT STel GHIT o IMeTTcHeh TSR &fieh Sfiaet & Iers &
el

But something about the Congo episode felt different.

SHfehet e T Ag TEAT FS IHel9T HeHH |

Earlier, panic spread through markets, crowded taxis, churches, and radio broadcasts.

Tgo geld STSIRT, 8iigens arelr ¢fFaat, Tt 3R ¥z garoit & SiRw therd o

This time, much of the fear moved online first, where videos featuring alleged victims and
miracle cures circulated rapidly through algorithm-driven feeds before local officials fully
understood what was unfolding on the ground.

39 R =X G Ugel ATTolssT thell, 51T HIAd NSl 3R THHRY STl arel dIfsAT TeanRes
el Brgd & TRT Sl & Her 310, 88 Tge foh TUT TSR fEufa a6t gt kg a@st
qrd |
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Several churches in Kisangani hosted testimonies from supposed victims while Facebook
pages and TikTok accounts reposted clips that gathered hundreds of thousands of views.

Rrararett & &S =l & HIAT NS 1 7aTEr S 718 STafer Sager 9ot 3R Rewvelaw e o
TH fFeT alenT diee font oo @@t IR @ 33|

Some videos remained online even after authorities publicly dismissed the claims as false.
JTTRIRTRAT GaRT eTal ol S{oT BN FYel & ale 8l Fo A HieTerge aa |

Health officials later said the violence exposed a deeper crisis facing public health systems in
parts of Africa.

T JTARIRAT o1 ofTe; H gl Toh 5 TEAT 1 3R & Fo g Edl & AdsTfoleh TR
JUTITIT & HIH HlSTE ITeY Hehe i 3SR |

Distrust toward authorities has been shaped by years of political instability, misinformation,
and memories of earlier health emergencies, including Ebola and COVID-19 outbreaks.

TRt & ufd 3rfarears at &y et cen 3TEURAT, ITeld FaA13i 3R g&iaT TUT COVID-19
STE el Fareey At feufadt i arel & Yer g3 &

During those outbreaks, some communities viewed outside medical teams with suspicion.

3o YehIGl & eRTe o dHer aTedr Fafehear it # w@eg #rgfte & 2w 3

In villages where people had already spent weeks discussing the rumours among

themselves, the arrival of unfamiliar health workers carrying devices and asking questions
appeared, for some residents, to confirm the fears they already believed were true.

TSIt aTrat # ot Tgel & €1 &S g%l ¥ 3haTg! I ==l Y Tg &, TgT IUT olehl FaTel JS=1 alel
IR FARELARTHAT T ITITHA S Sl Sl Sofeh ST T YIS ST 7|

Months later, the rumours have still not completely disappeared.

oS FEIAT a1, 8 A haTg T oRE TATCH w181 6% 8|

Officials continue running radio campaigns and public awareness programmes aimed at
stopping the spread of misinformation.

TR el T3 & THR T bt o ToT ISAT 31T 3R STASTaTERAT HIHA Tell T
gl

Arrests have been made in some areas.

Fo & 7 IReTREr i 7 978 €

But many of the original videos are still circulating online, resurfacing again and again across
different parts of Congo, long after authorities declared that the iliness itself never existed.

AfeheT g FT ANSAT 3T & 3ffeTelget AR 81 7§ & 3N i & faffieT el # TR-aR dee
mr%%,aa%magaq?ﬁﬁrmﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ?%%ﬁﬁaﬂémmﬁmﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁl
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New labour codes greatest
setback for workers’ rights
since Independence: Cong.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Monday
criticised the Centre over
the full operationalisation
of the four labour codes,
alleging that they marked
the “greatest setback for
workers’ rights since Inde-
pendence” and would
weaken job security and
unionisation.

In a statement, Con-
gress president Mallikarjun
Kharge said that the Naren-
dra Modi government had,
“in its typical cowardly
fashion”, waited for the
conclusion of the Assemb-
ly elections before notify-
ing the final rules for the la-
bour codes through
Gazette notifications is-
sued on May 8 and 9.

‘Hire-and-fire policies’

“For crores of India’s work-
ers, these codes promise a
future of hire-and-fire poli-
cies, contract employ-
ment, and limited space
for unionisation,” Mr.
Kharge said. He alleged
that the government had
drafted and implemented

Mallikarjun Kharge

the “anti-worker” labour
codes without consultation
and had not even con-
vened the Indian Labour
Conference since 2015.

“These codes, which be-
nefit only the Prime Minis-
ter’s industrialist friends,
are the greatest setback for
workers’ rights since Inde-
pendence,” he said.

Mr. Kharge said the Con-
gress remained committed
to its five-point ‘Shramik
Nyay’ agenda, which in-
cludes restoration and ex-
pansion of MGNREGA to
urban areas, a national mi-
nimum wage of 3400 per
day, a Right to Health law
providing universal health
coverage of ¥25 lakh, and

comprehensive social se-
curity measures for unor-
ganised workers, including
life and accident
insurance.

He reiterated the party’s
commitment to stopping
“contractualisation”  in
core government functions
and reviewing what he
termed the Modi govern-
ment’s dilution of labour
laws.

The Centre completed
the process of implement-
ing the four labour codes
after publishing the final
rules in the Gazette
recently.

The four codes - the
Code on Wages, 2019; the
Industrial Relations Code,
2020; the Code on Social
Security, 2020; and the Oc-
cupational Safety, Health
and Working Conditions
Code, 2020 - came into ef-
fect on November 21, 2025.

The Central government
has said that the codes
seek to modernise and
consolidate 29 labour laws
into a simplified frame-
work while ensuring mini-
mum wages and universal
social security for workers.

12M. New labour codes greatest setback for workers’ rights since
Independence: Cong.

AT HA WiRAIT TaaAaT F 915 W ARF J0FRT F AT ga@ 9371 sies: s

The Centre completed the process of implementing the four labour codes after publishing the

final rules in the Gazette recently.

e TR o1 FTel & 7 Tt 7 3T foraret JamfRId &%et & a1g IR 419 Tigar3it i ey vet

T STshaT 9T Y ol
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e The four codes — the Code on Wages, 2019; the Industrial Relations Code, 2020; the
Code on Social Security, 2020; and the Occupational Safety, Health and Working
Conditions Code, 2020 — came into effect on November 21, 2025.

R ATt — e €iRar, 2019; i@ daer wiar, 2020; awforF et wiear, 2020;
3R saraEts gean, FareeT AR wF aRfPufaat dfear, 2020 — 21 Fde€ 2025 & gema & 3

TS|

e The Central government has said that the codes seek to modernise and consolidate 29 labour
laws into a simplified framework while ensuring minimum wages and universal social security

for workers.

e, TN of FET & 1o 3T WIGATHT T 3GGTT 29 43 FofeAl a1 MY Teah 3R Thigpd X T T
Il # JelaTT 8, T &1 SATHeh! o AT #g7crat dcf=T AR sl FraSTe Gat Giaad Her

Narendra Modi's suggestions to Indians
imply a serious economic impact

rime Minister Narendra Modi’s seven-

point call to action for the citizens of In-

dia lays bare the severity of the impact of
the West Asia crisis. Further, apart from its impli-
cations, Mr. Modi’s message is problematic for
two other key reasons: its timing and content. A
key part of his message was to urge people to
work from home and reduce their fuel usage. A
more effective approach might have been to lead
by example. Yet, Mr. Modi’s message comes days
after he and his Cabinet colleagues flew all over
the country and organised roadshows to cam-
paign for the recent elections. Neither did any of
his pre-election speeches mention these issues.
His message also comes on the back of daily reas-
surances by his government’s officials that there
was nothing to worry. Clearly, there is. The Prime
Minister’s message also follows various Ministers’
attempts to heap praise on him for not raising pe-
trol and diesel prices. A decision not to further
burden the common man is welcome, but the flip
side is that it fails to impress upon them the need
to curtail consumption. The government took
that strategic call before the elections, and is now
trying to dilute it. Perhaps a hike in fuel prices
will follow soon. The Prime Minister’s speech al-
so coincided with a similar call to action for In-
dian corporates by the Confederation of Indian
Industry. This kind of coordinated messaging
points to a dire situation. Several of the Prime Mi-
nister’s suggestions might also have other nega-
tive impacts that could be more serious than the
problems they are trying to address. Some others
might simply not be as effective as he hopes.

If farmers stop using chemical fertilizers, as he
has urged, the immediate impact will be on crop
output at a time when El Nifio is already set to
hurt it. High-frequency indicators are already re-
vealing the economic damage of the West Asia
crisis. This will only exacerbate the situation. The
suggestion to stop foreign travel will conserve fo-
reign exchange, but Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
data up to February 2026 shows that Indians’ fo-
reign travel spending in 2025-26 was already
down by 3%. March, the first month after the Iran
war broke out, is likely to have seen an even shar-
per decline. The real pressure on the rupee and
India’s foreign exchange is because foreign insti-
tutional investors are pulling out while the RBI is
using valuable dollars to shore up the falling cur-
rency. Urging Indians to buy local is another way
of asking them to consume less, since purely
domestic supply is not nearly enough to cater to
the demand. Asking them to buy less gold is also
likely to be futile. All this means that the econo-
" my is in for a hard time over the next few months
— a warning the Prime Minister should have deli-
vered much earlier, elections or no elections.

gl

12M. Belated warning
faefaa Jamae

e Narendra Modi’s suggestions to Indians imply a serious
economic impact.

G AG SaRT HRCAAT T 7T 7T Foirar 787X 3w warmat 1 37
Tohd A B
e Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s seven-point call to action

for the citizens of India lays bare the severity of the impact of the
West Asia crisis.

TTAHAT g ANEY SaRT AR ATRET & forw sy ara-ga
31T, 9T TRAT Hhe & THTaT Y THTAT I TS FT T T1HA

CIGIE

e Further, apart from its implications, Mr. Modi’s message is
problematic for two other key reasons: its timing and content.

g8 3TTARer, S8 FHTET & 37009, A1 HEY 7 T &F 3T GHE
HROT & o AT § — 36T ¥ 3R fw-awq|

e A key part of his message was to urge people to work
from home and reduce their fuel usage.

3eToh HE T Ueh HgedquT 1T o9l & BT { FHTH Fla 3R 3791 ot
UGN T FHH et I TG HAT AT

e A more effective approach might have been to lead by
example.

Teh 3T FHTET ThT SETEXOT Tl Fleh alcfed el &1 Hehell AT|

e Yet, Mr. Modi’'s message comes days after he and his
Cabinet colleagues flew all over the country and organised
roadshows to campaign for the recent elections.

fehec] A1 HICY T Ig WU 38 THY TR o9 $6 &1 A @ 3 3R
3eTeh ATAHSE & FEAIN gIferAT Ioral & TaR g SR A AT 9 E
g 3 s ot IATIT @ A
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Neither did any of his pre-election speeches mention these issues.
mmﬁgﬂﬁ-@mﬁgﬂﬂqﬁwm« el foham I 7|

His message also comes on the back of daily reassurances by his government’s officials that
there was nothing to worry.

3oTohT I TG THR & AT garT ufafee few S 3@ 3 3meard=it & a1 3mar g, o
gl i YT T foh fiar & &g a1d =187 ¢

Clearly, there is.

TuseT:, Feidm @1 fawer areaa # #isie B

The Prime Minister's message also follows various Ministers’ attempts to heap praise on him
for not raising petrol and diesel prices.

TEITTHAT T Tg To2l et AT garT 9k 3R disrer Y A 7 FoT= & ToIT ITehT g2ir
THT ST & 91¢, AT &

A decision not to further burden the common man is welcome, but the flip side is that it fails to
impress upon them the need to curtail consumption.

A AR 9T 3iARerd SisT o STelel 1 [0 TamTaaley g, fohed SHepT gaT 98T Jg ¢ &
ST AN T 3TN FH FA T 3TTITHT T JITST SIET 78T & I1eT|

The government took that strategic call before the elections, and is now trying to dilute it.

TIHR o ofral § 4 Ig WTehforen ooty foram am, 3R 31 a5 38 FASR tet &7 920 X @
gl

Perhaps a hike in fuel prices will follow soon.

THad: 2frer € §erer i hreral 7 g Hr o T B

The Prime Minister’s speech also coincided with a similar call to action for Indian corporates
by the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII).

TETAFAT ST HIYOT HRAT 3gAT IREW (Cll) TIRT HRAT HRURE &1F FI f&T 7T 8 IR &
3TTEdT=T 3 A o el WIaT |

This kind of coordinated messaging points to a dire situation.

3 YR T ATead Te2r ek 31 aRTEATY fr 30k T Sear 2l

Several of the Prime Minister's suggestions might also have other negative impacts that could
be more serious than the problems they are trying to address.

TTAHA o g FoId A TehRIcHeh THIT 1 3ol Y Tehdl 8, ST 3of FHEATHT F oY 31f0rh
TR B Tl & T 3 ol e T T o 3

Some others might simply not be as effective as he hopes.
TS 3T G Sclal THIET RS 76T 81 Fee!, TSIt 31987 b1 517 WY &1

If farmers stop using chemical fertilizers, as he has urged, the immediate impact will be on
crop output at a time when EIl Nifio is already set to hurt it.

e fopaTe, ST T 3egiet 31rg fonar &, Tarafaes 341 T 3UANeT 5 ] S, AT SHFT
ATcehTToleh FeTTd Bl cTeeT IX TSI, STelfeh Tel afiell Tgel & &1 Y Scureet &l Fenfad et
e gl

High-frequency indicators are already revealing the economic damage of the West Asia
crisis.

3Td-3Ng T T Heheleh Ugel 1 IfRas TRIAT Hahe & 3ctest 3 a1fd 1 g2l @

This will only exacerbate the situation.

g Feufa &1 3R 31fe 378iR g=rea|

The suggestion to stop foreign travel will conserve foreign exchange, but Reserve Bank of

India (RBI) data up to February 2026 shows that Indians’ foreign travel spending in 2025-26
was already down by 3%.

fareer AmaT Aoht o1 e Fadelt ST SR T T A HgTIh &1 Hehell &, Tohe HRAT Rord S
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(RBI) & TaT 2026 T & 3iThs g2 & o a¥ 2025-26 H TR &1 faeer A1 < Ugol g
3% e BT JohT 2T|
March, the first month after the Iran war broke out, is likely to have seen an even sharper

decline.

$UT IS TRES Bl & ST, T g ol HE I A, HeTacl: S & 31fereh ity FRrae v @medr wgr

gl

The real pressure on the rupee and India’s foreigh exchange is because foreign
institutional investors are pulling out while the RBI is using valuable dollars to shore up the

falling currency.

T 3R R & Tl 7eT $73R W aredfaen gara gafav § aifs e svumra fAders oo
GEACEGES aa%Rmﬁ??ﬁagarﬁmﬂaﬁa:ﬁngTm@éﬂm%l

Urging Indians to buy local is another way of asking them to consume less, since purely
domestic supply is not nearly enough to cater to the demand.

HRCATAT & FUTART TEIT GG T 37T, Tl : ST T ST el T Teh e 1T &,
TR draret Tl MY AT Y 7 A & T e 7€ ¥

Asking them to buy less gold is also likely to be futile.
ST F A WAT TGt T 3MIE T Tovad: frstwer fager g

All this means that the economy is in for a hard time over the next few months — a warning
the Prime Minister should have delivered much earlier, elections or no elections.

ot gt aRTEferdl a1 319 71 & 6 311 arel o HENAT A H¥egaeur S5 SR & IR Fancll §
— Tk O AT, TSR et B ATl &1 AT g, Sl TEe & efl ATie 2Tl

Goal attainment and youth aspirations are not aligned

Keeping track of youth aspirations against the system’s ability to match them is critical if the country is serious about creating a productive labour force

| DATA POINT |

Garima Agarwal

ing wave of the demographic
dividend, before it recedes,
depends critically on the educa-
tion and employment choices of
its 367 million young people.
While surveys track such out-
comes, little is known about how
close outcomes are to initial goals.
The State of Working India Report
2026, published by Azim Premji
University, offers insights into
youth aspirations and attainments.
The study utilises the Popula-
tion Council’s dataset — UDAYA:
Understanding the Lives of Adoles-
cents and Young Adults — which
surveyed adolescents in Uttar Pra-
desh and Bihar, the two Indian
States with the largest youth popu-
lations. The sample of interest cov-
ers girls and boys aged 15-19 when
first contacted in 201516 and
tracks them three years later in
2018-19 when they are 18-22 years
old. Of the full sample of 13,141
youngsters surveyed, aspirations
were recorded only for 6,300 who
were enrolled in education at the
time of the survey. At ages 15-19
when the 6,300 youngsters were
first contacted, about 72% aimed
for at least graduate education.
Three years later, this share grew
to 84%. Moreover, aspiration levels
were similar across gender, reli-
gion, and caste. Uniformly high
educational aspirations across so-
cial groups indicate a convergence
of aspiration windows, possibly
due to economic progress and ra-
pid expansion in access to the In-
ternet and social media.
Educational attainments, in
contrast, showed that not all
dreams came true. In the duration
between the two interviews, years
of schooling completed grew by
only 122 years on average instead of
the expected three years. In mak-
ing progress towards their educa-
tional goals, over half the sample
fell short, on average by 1.7 years

l ndia’s ability to ride the crest-

Contact Numbe

(Table 2).

About 11% of the sample had al-
ready exited education by this
time. Between the two interviews,
another 40% exited formal educa-
tion. While some may naturally ex-
it on completing desired educa-
tion, the average number of years
of education attained at exitis only
8 years.

It is striking that while aspira-
tions across wealth quintiles are
not very different, attainments di-
verge sharply. Those in the poorest
wealth quintile are more likely to
fall short of their goals compared
to those in the richest quintile.
While the share of boys falling be-
low their educational goals hovers
between 50% and 60% across
wealth quintiles, there is a noticea-
ble variation for girls — from 66%
in the poorest to 38% in the richest
quintile (Chart 1).

Over half the sample disconti-
nues education before completing
Class 12; this group is dispropor-
tionately composed of married
girls. Married girls face greater bar-
riers than their unmarried coun-
terparts, even within the richest
group. In fact, girls who remained
unmarried by the time of the se-
cond interview (18-22 age group)
were as ambitious as boys at set-
ting goals and were more effective
at meeting them (Table 2).

In general, girls and boys have
different reasons to discontinue
education. Boys leave to join the
labour market while girls exit at
the time of marriage. Failure or
disinterest and costs of education
are some gender-neutral contri-
buting factors.

Quality of education
A more troubling picture emerges
when learning levels are exa-
mined. UDAYA employs tools de-
signed by the Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER) for stu-
dents aged 5-16 to measure profi-
ciency in reading and math.
UDAYA respondents were well
beyond this age and would be ex-
pected to achieve the highest le-
vels of proficiency in both dimen-
+ I 1 copd

sions. However, at age 15-19 when
respondents were likely engaged
in schooling, 70% of unmarried
girls and boys could read a Class 2-
level story against only 45% of mar-
ried girls. The modest gender gap
favouring unmarried girls in goal
attainment disappears when it
comes to learning levels. The share
of those who could perform three-
digit by one-digit division correctly
was just over half for boys, 35% for
unmarried girls and only 15% for
married girls (Table 3).

The uncomfortable question
this raises is: are some groups as-
piring for education beyond their
reach? This two-State study shows
that while aspirations are high, at-
tainments have not kept pace
across all groups. It is worth con-
firming whether this is a country-
wide pattern, and focusing policy
attention on removing structural
barriers to access.

Education programs often de-
fault to exposing students to high-
achieving role models ostensibly
to inspire. While well-intentioned,
simply raising aspirations with no
realistic pathway to achieving
them is short-sighted. These pro-
grams need to be supplemented
with support for identifying inter-
ests, goal-setting, and skill-build-
ing. Stronger linkages between
educational institutions and em-
ployers can provide prospective
graduates with a more accurate
picture of the labour market and
facilitate a smoother transition in-
to the workforce.

‘While it is tempting to only look
at the motivational aspects of
goals, consistent failure to achieve
targets can cause frustration,
which in turn may lead to lower ef-
fort and worse life outcomes.
Keeping track of youth aspirations
against the system’s ability to
match them is critical if we are se-
rious about creating a motivated
and productive labour force for
the future.

Garima Agarwal is an Assistant
Professor of Economics at Azim
Premji University, Bengaluru. The
views expressed are personal.
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Who falls
short

The data for the charts were sourced
from UDAYA - Understanding the Lives
of Adolescents and Young Adults

TABLE 1: Educational aspirations during both rounds of interview (in %)

Educational aspiration Firstinterview | Second interview
Below Grade 12 4.93 0.4
Completed Class 12 but below graduate 17.74 10.2
Graduate 533 60.35
Post-graduate and above 18.15 23.18

Don't know 5.87 5.87

TABLE 2: The gap between initial aspirations and subsequent attainment (in %)

gap - boys girls ol e
Met goal 318 45.9 263 376
Exceeded goal 4.8 54 31 4.8
Below goal 54 442 675 518
No stated goal 9.4 e il 5.9

CHART 1: The share of respondents who fell short of educational goals by wealth
quintile and gender. Q1 = Top quintile; Q5 = Bottom quintile

0.2
592 569
52.08 I
T
Q2

1

Female HIl Male

57.356.9

507 523 51.9
, T ,
Q3 Q4 Qs

Share falling short of goal (%)

66.3
30
Q

TABLE 3: Learning levels in reading and math (in 9)

Learninglevel | Unmarried boys | Unmarried girls | Married girls | Total

Reads a story 7397 71.84 44.65 59.714

Solves division

5195 34.53 15.44 29.27
problems

Note: Table 1 and 2 use respondents aged 15-19 years at the initial interview with
recorded aspirations; marital status is as recorded at the time of the second interview
(N = 6300). Table 3 reports the share of all respondents at the highest proficiency
levels using UDAYA data for adolescents aged 15-19 years at the initial interview;
marital status is as recorded at the second interview (N = 13141). Reading levels
include recognition of letters, ability to read words, ability to read a short paragraph
(Class 1 level text), and ability to read a longer ‘story' (Class 2 level text). Math levels
are recognition of single-digit numbers, double-digit numbers, and ability to perform
a two-digit subtraction problem with borrowing and a three-digit by one-digit
division problem. Children above Class 3 (older than & years) should be able to
perform division based on NCERT textbook curriculum
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12M. Goal attainment and youth aspirations are not aligned
& e I Fanait iy ATHIETT TER ITET 71 &

India’s ability to ride the cresting wave of the demographic dividend, before it recedes,
depends critically on the education and employment choices of its 367 million young
people.

R T TTHTETRIT ATHILN T I T8 T oI 3811 hr &THdT, 3T AT 8l & T8, 2
o 36.7 FU FaATT 3 A& 3R Vst Fareft Revreat ox 3rcaieren e e g

The State of Working India Report 2026, published by Azim Premji University, offers
insights into youth aspirations and attainments.

3rafter wersht freafargaTera @t genifRre wee 3t afder $f3ar RatE 2026 Zarsit i smariamsit
3R 3Tt o ATaqUT ST Fale el g

The study utilises the Population Council’s dataset — UDAYA: Understanding the Lives
of Adolescents and Young Adults — which surveyed adolescents in Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar, the two Indian States with the largest youth populations.

sﬂmwﬁﬁgmmma??a-m— UDAYA: Understanding the Lives of
Adolescents and Young Adults — T 39137 fHIT ITAT, mﬁmaimﬁﬁgmmrd’r
grel & Tt 3aT 9 ?r 31N RER & Rt v adferor fomar aram)

The sample of interest covers girls and boys aged 15-19 when first contacted in 2015-16 and
tracks them three years later in 2018-19 when they are 18-22 years old.

37T T AT 31 oigehl AR eTsfhat sl GRFEATIT e § feTehT 1Y 2015-16 H TUH TIH
& AT 15-19 a§ 2, g2 foeg e a¥ 91 2018-19 H, SIS 3Tl 3T 18-22 a¥ @Y 718, qe: &H
Toha aram|

Of the full sample of 13,141 youngsters surveyed, aspirations were recorded only for 6,300
who were enrolled in education at the time of the survey.

GJeToT 7 QA For 13,141 FaAT3HT H F hefel 37 6,300 JATHT T ITHIETT et Y 78, ST Fefaror
& gAY e & AR A

Boys leave to join the labour market while girls exit at the time of marriage.

TS HH IR H T3 Fa & foIw 6T oisa §, Jafe Jsforar ur: e & o fRem 3 96l
g STl &1

However, at age 15-19, when respondents were likely engaged in schooling, 70% of
unmarried girls and boys could read a Class 2-level story against only 45% of married girls.

fohe 15-19 a¥ 1 3G A, ST ITAsTef Fevat: faemerdy fRIem & dervet &, e ifaarfed
ISRl 3R oSl & T 70% 9T FH&TT 2 TAX T Hglell UG Tohd o, ST faarfed asfral & Jg
39T ShaeT 45% 2T

Stronger linkages between educational institutions and employers can provide prospective
graduates with a more accurate picture of the labour market and facilitate a smoother
transition into the workforce.

A Framt 3R Pt & i 311 e e, sTd TTae! T HF TR H S
JATAATET THST USTeT X Thd & dUT 3¢ PRI H Tgol ThHAUT H I X TAhd & |
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Jewellery sector bats for gold
monetisation scheme

M. Soundariya Preetha
COIMBATORE

The solution to the pres-
sure on foreign reserves
does not lie in reducing de-
mand for gold but in un-
locking the existing gold
through a transparent and
regulated gold monetisa-
tion scheme (GMS), said
the All India Gem and Je-
wellery Domestic Council
(GJC) chairman Rajesh
Rokde on Monday.

Reacting to PM Naren-
dra Modi’s call to citizens
on Sunday to use public
transport more and curtail
gold purchases and inter-
national flight trips for a
year, Mr. Rokde said a revi-
talised, jeweller-integrated
GMS can help mobilise idle
household gold, cut de-
pendence on imports and
boost the formal economy.

According to Avinash
Gupta, vice chairman of
the council, instead of idle

gold remaining locked in
households and lockers,
GMS can channel it into
the formal economy.

Managing director of C.
Krishniah Chetty Group C.
Vinod Hayagriv said India
imported almost 800
tonne of gold annually, and
industry estimates suggest-
ed almost 200 tonne
locked away every year in
the form of raw bullion
purchased by individuals
as passive investments.

12M. Jewellery sector bats
for gold monetisation
scheme

JTS[NOT &1 & FoF FFor
IraTAT F1T FHIAT fFar

e The solution to the pressure
on foreign reserves does not lie in
reducing demand for gold but in
unlocking the existing gold through a
transparent and regulated gold
monetisation scheme (GMS), said
the All India Gem and Jewellery
Domestic Council (GJC) chairman
Rajesh Rokde on Monday.

AIHATR T 3iTel 33T SAH U Ao

Afew FERAT (GJIC) & 3regeT TS Aehs o gl 3 Facel HaT HSR W) ara &7 FATe= el
&Y FTIT o I H AGT dfed IRt 3R _AfAIAT Mes AeETT & (GMS) & AeaHw &
FlSeT S B SR o

¢ Reacting to PM Narendra Modi’s call to citizens on Sunday to use public transport more and
curtail gold purchases and international flight trips for a year, Mr. Rokde said a revitalised,

jeweller-integrated GMS can help mobilise idle household gold, cut dependence on imports
and boost the formal economy.

TETAHAT g AT GIRT IIIR I AR & 31 Frastfae TRagsT F1 3uA1eT e YT TH
a9 Tk EleY BT T AR AR G TNHT A ekl ey Sy et o gfafshar & gu o

A2 2 g R GeTofIeT 3T ot & ST GMS TRy sy ey R Sraar & oY, 3Tl o

R g 3R 3T rdfcaaar it sgrar &t F HAge Y ThdT &

e According to Avinash Gupta, vice chairman of the council, instead of idle gold remaining
locked in households and lockers, GMS can channel it into the formal economy.

HI3THCT o IUTEHET HTATR AT & HTAR, BRI IR At # TATSRT U8 Fiet b ol TGl o
I GMS 33 3igaTier 3reaae # o dohcl g

e Managing director of C. Krishniah Chetty Group C. Vinod Hayagriv said India imported
almost 800 tonne of gold annually, and industry estimates suggested almost 200 tonne locked
away every year in the form of raw bullion purchased by individuals as passive investments.

. ok 9T 79 & yay 3w dY. faee gaafia o e foh 1R g7 I of9Te797 800 T Felt
ITATET T & 3R 3T & IHeTHT TAT § o 21T 200 T HIAT 8 HIel SATFIAT G@RT
TSR foraer & &0 7 TS, 910 FHed iz o &9 # ¢ u7 @l ¢
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12M | Physical activity has stalled for 20 years, hurting health and climate
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Physical activity has stalled for 20
years, hurtmg health and cllmate

remained unchanged despite

policy recommendations and

adoption over the last two
decades, with large differences across
‘gender and socio-economic groups, three
new research reports have shown.

Current efforts to promote
participation in physical activity are both
insufficient and have made no dent, the
reports say. Worldwide, more than five
‘million deaths per year are attributed to
Dyscalnacivy: About e n three

and eight in ten adolescents do not
et e Vs et Onganization’s
recommended activity guidelines, which
i5150 minutes of moderately intense
weekly physicalactivey for s and 60
minutes daily for children.

Deborah Salvo, associate professor and
Research Center Director at the University
of Texas at Austin, and her colleagues
analysed physical activity data from 68
countries worldwide and found persistent
inequalities in the ways in which people
across the world are active.

“We were not just interested in
understanding the overall levels of total
physical activity in countries, but rather,
in how many people in each country are
‘meeting physical activity guidelines
through active leisure, active transport,
and active labour” Dr. Salvo said.

“What we found is a huge disparity: the
higher the country income level, the
higher the percentage of the population
et their phynul activity through
active le the lower the country
income leve, the lnglm the proportion of
individuals geting their physical activity
from active labour and transport.”

‘The findings have been reported in
Nature Medicine.

Active leisure gap

ROVUNSPLASH

evidence linking physical activity and
climate change still coming from
high-income settings.

“So we know far less about how these
relationships play out in LMIC contexts

Dr. Salvo said that withis ies, the
team observed a large gap in terms of
who gets to be active through leisure or
free time — and “it is mostly wealthy men
that do”.

‘The most striking finding was the
opportunity gap (of 40% points)
worldwide for a re w

contrasting wealthy men in wealthy
countries with socio-economically

and resource constraints may be very
different,” Dr. Hinckson says.

There s also limited evidence from
LMICs on how physical activity initiatives
can support both climate mitigation and
adaptation in ways that are feasible,
equitable, and locally relevant. For
example, more resarch i needed on

what

ee

We must step away from trying to
blame individuals for their levels of
inactivity and trn o

movement, and shows a clear message
that meaningful increases in physical
activity require supportive environments,
equitable access, and policy-level change
rather than individual motivation alone,”
Dr. \helke says.

that promote this type of behaviour in
the first place

DEBORAHSALVO

Associate professce st Universiy of Texss

Participants described four challenges:
1o clear consensus on whether physical

rapidly umamsmg areas, and places

disadvantaged women in poor countries.
‘The team’s paper decades
of evidence to show that physical activity
should not merely be part of obesity and
cardiometabolic disease prevention and

facing heat, flooding,
and air pollution.

Dr. Hinckson's team’s work also shows
that there is a need for more

control agendas, as it also hel

and treat multiple cancers as well as
depression, and boosts immunity.
During the COVID-19 pandemic,

indigenous, local, and community
knowledge rather than that relying too
‘much on models and assumptions drawn

inits own
right or a means o broader goals;
continued framing of physical activity as
an individual health behaviour rather
than a systems issue; fragmented

ty; and

an updated
B Byl physical
activity research, some of the existing

For example, the analyses of global
inequalities in physical activity rely on
data from 68 countries, which does not
fully capture the diversity of global
contexts and may underrepresent some
groups of people: “This limitation
highlights the need for greater investment
in global surveillance systems so that

weak
cross-sector alliance

Her team’s. Sllﬁksll‘d l‘mme\wrk
includes

raw on more
mmpmhemnt and truly representative
datasets.

Jevel soluti

cainn of csydey K. S
ivities lke sports and

lower rates of
infection, severe COVID9,
hospitalisation, and mortality due to
(COVID-19 among active individuals, she
said.

“Despite all this, for some reason,
doctors, public health professionals,
policy makers, and the public at large
seem to only discuss and promote
physical activity within the context of a
fimited range o health conditons.”

the gap is not only about having
flewer studies, it s also about needing
research that better reflects LMIC
realities, priorities, and solutions,” Dr.
Hinckson says.

‘The novelty of their paper, according
t0 her,is that it brings environment,
climate, and health together ina
structured, integrated way. The four key

address both the major socioeconomic
and gender opportunity gaps or

ercise,
such as walking or cycling. Physical
activity can occur at different intensities,

o xSt Step away from
trying to blame individuals for their levels

including
brisk walking or cycling and vigorous
activities such as running or competitive
sports.

According to Dr. Ramirez, many of the
underlying challenges are also more

an
; physical

yis certainly very
importantty prevent and e these
conditions, it

in LMICs. Thes ngs

of inactivi the systems.
that promote this type of behaviour n the
first place.

“These include car-centric wban
design, low investment in widespre:

infrastructure for physical activity, ke
parks and public open spaces, but o

bicycle lane

often face additional i ch

activity m.huuws

dedicated

sometimes even health pmfcsqon:ls do
not harness or promote the totality of its
beneits, she adds.

Rich i divide

equity, mdlgenous knowledge and

, and
‘competing policy priorities including

coverage in cities, and excellent transi.
er, we must stop trying to push
physical activity policy through

globally is way
worse than we think ii; ac«m‘]m o
Dr. Salvo. “We need to think more
carefully about the sources of physical
activity for a majority of people globally -
84% of the world's population lives in low-
and middle-income countries — and their
implications for whole health: physical,
‘mental, societal.”

‘The disparity between rich and low-

community voice toavoid - Salvo
when physical “Patterns of physical adds. “Policy must be trans-sectoral, be

activity and cli i inimportant ways. In | properly funded, and have sufficiently

integrated; and that all major physical many LMICs, physical activity is more bitious and well targets”

activity commonly ssociied

as investment necessiy rather than planning and transport departments,

lesureor ark: i i
Unclear end goals “ the education, and

Ina second Nature Health paper, Andrea
Ramirez Varela, assistant professor at the
University of Texas Health Science Center

importance of physical activity for global
health but also extend our understanding
beyond the traditional focus on obesity

at Houston, and
national policy documents to promote
physical acthy rom 200 counries

MICs) is
again emphasised in another study, led by
Erica Hinckson, professor of physical
activity and urban health at the Auckland
Univesity ofTechnology in New Zealand,

02025, They
found that anhwuh most

disease,” says
Gregore Iven Mielke, a behavioural
‘epidemiologist at the University of
Queensland, Australia. They highlight that
hys wellbeing

developed and adopted physical activity

bmoader ‘ways, including social and
»ncd

“Thei el shows bow physcal
activity can support climate mitigation
and adaptation. They also outline how
strategies that support walking, cycling,
and public transport instead of driving

policies,
remains limited. Just 38.7% (or 256) of the
661 poli dysed in the study

assigned actions to three or more

Infrastructure for physical activity
A major contribution of the series is the

government ing, for

example, health and education),

indicating a lack of cross-sectoral
Meanwhile, 26.5% (53) of

clear recogn physical activity is
not simply an individual choice, Dr.
Mielke adds. Instead, it i shaped by wider
factors such as

‘may reduce emissions, and how climate
change can disrupt activity because of
extreme events such as heatwaves.
 Additonaly they show how some
itiative themselves

countries with pohcy documents did not

gendﬂ socioeconomic position,

of course, the sport and health sectors
While the health sector can and should be
a key partner for physical activity policy
development and implementation, and

-althcare providers can
in elevating the totality of health benefits
of physical activity when interacting with
their patients, other sectors hold equal or
likely more weight in how we are active in
reallife.

Physical activity naturally fluctuates
across the lifespan for many reasons,
including health, work, family
responsibilities, and life transitions, adds
Dr. Mielke. His team’s research team has
shown that people follow diverse physical
activity trajectories across adulthood, and

include
their impact.
“This disconnect is significant because
assumption in

ind policy
‘contexts. This perspective contrasts with
earlier approaches that focused more
heavily on individual behaviour and

that meaningful health benefts can sl
be achi ho were
inactive for part of their lives but became
active later on. This highlights the

5 o

people to re-engage in physical actvity at

ek emissions, and unintended | global health that once policies are biomedical outcomes.
consequences such as cities in an effort to | developed and adopted, change will “Inmy pointof view, by emphasising | any stage oflfe, rather than assuming
make themselves more walkable follow Dr. Ramirez sys. “In his case, | these broader inants, the reports | that early ivity determines
g thels oum resd writien doc shift ibility away from indivi long-term outcomes.
“The work point nott a the societal systems that

gaps from LMICs, »Am much olthe

scale.”

enable or constrain opportunities for

(TV. Padma is a science journalist based
in New Delhi. tvpadma_10@yahoo.co.in)

12M. Physical activity has stalled
for 20 years, hurting health and
climate

R 20 aut & alife afafafer
3eT 1§ §, e Fareey 3R Srerary
W yfdser TH19 93 6T &1

e A series of new papers has

e About onein three adults and
eight in ten adolescents do not meet the
World Health Organization’s
recommended activity guidelines, which
is 150 minutes of moderately intense
weekly physical activity for adults and 60
minutes daily for children.

T R AT A Y qTF 3T AR
3T e fred FareeT Herst g@rT
it arfafafer Ranferdert s qxr =€t
FXd 8, Tt 3TaR aaeant & fow i
earg 150 fAste v wegd digar arelt
AR afAfRfr qur st & v yfafes
60 fAsre Y i arfafafer smaeas B

e  “We were not just interested in
understanding the overall levels of total
physical activity in countries, but rather, in
how many people in each country are
meeting physical activity guidelines
through active leisure, active transport,
and active labour,” Dr. Salvo said.

ST, HTeal o g, “GH shael o2l H el
R arfafafer & HHer T 1 qaAST A
I =T8T T U, dfedh Ig St H 386
T 7@ & o gcde ¢ A fohaa e afse
rarer, wfenT aRae ik T s &
AETA § AR fafafer feenfade @ g
WLl

e The most striking finding was the
opportunity gap (of 40% points)

worldwide for active leisure when contrasting wealthy men in wealthy countries with socio-
economically disadvantaged women in poor countries.

Y Sed@AT sy Ig a1 foF faegsn & Gfira sraerer & Fest  3rawl Y 3rwaATedT (40

wfera 3) 3rcaftiss saras B, TAAwe Sia Geer &R & Hueet qouT 1 Jolell IS G2l 1

AETTIe-31Te & & afaa Afgemst & Hr gl

e The team’s paper summarised decades of evidence to show that physical activity should not

merely be part of obesity and cardiometabolic disease prevention and control agendas, as
it also helps prevent and treat multiple cancers as well as depression, and boosts immunity.

&I o A-TF & EART & JHUT T AR T Il gV Ie g2 fon ardifies arfafafer 1 haer

mmmwmam@rwwﬁmwwmmmmm
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Fifeh Tg 37eTh TRR o ohERT dUT HTHG hT URATH 3R 3UTR F T T § dUT IiaRaT
&THdT Y FoTcT &

e They also outline how strategies that support walking, cycling, and public transport instead
of driving may reduce emissions, and how climate change can disrupt activity because of
extreme events such as heatwaves.

3egiel T8 Y Tase fohaT o Yeer wreret, s forer Tolmn 3 ardafores IRags & Serar & arelr
TOTATCT, fo¥sft atget Tellet Y JoieTT o, Seqale hl o T Fehell &, AT Fohd FehR STeraTy
afaeer o St T Tea3it & HRuT AR fafafert # et # @R gl

e Thereis also limited evidence from LMICs on how physical activity initiatives can support both
climate mitigation and adaptation in ways that are feasible, equitable, and locally relevant.

o=t U ALIH 31 arel S20f & 38 o1 & T WfAT 9101 3uersy § o iRe arfafafer gesdr
qﬁﬁmwwm,mmaﬂ?wﬁuqﬁﬁuﬁaﬁ?mwﬁguwemm

3TNt el T AT Y Tl ¢ |
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2 cheetahs released into wild in Kuno National Park

Fell AT 35T # 2 A Sarer H 813 7w

12M

China may not join alliance on conservation of big cats

51 et & FeToT aTeserst #F =T omfver wE & T

12M

A new start against noise pollution

eafar gquor & favey v g yeanna

2 cheetahs
released into
wild in Kuno
National Park

Press Trust of India
SHEOPUR

Madhya Pradesh Chief Mi-
nister Mohan Yadav on
Monday released two fe-
male cheetahs brought
from Botswana into an
open forest in the Kuno Na-
tional Park following the
completion of their qua-
rantine period.

The reintroduction of
cheetahs brought from Ni-
geria, South Africa, and
now Botswana is achieving
consistent success, and to-
day Madhya Pradesh has
earned nationwide recog-
nition as the ‘Cheetah
State’, the CM said on the
occasion.

This will give impetus to
‘Project Cheetah’ and add
another important chapter
to India's wildlife conserva-
tion history, an official
said.

The objective of the pro-
ject is to restore the endan-
gered animal species in the
state, increase their num-
bers, and prepare them for
free hunting and roaming.

12M. 2 cheetahs released into wild in Kuno National Park

Fell WSET 31T 7 2 < Siarer 7 B3 I

e Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav on Monday released
two female cheetahs brought from Botswana into an open forest in the Kuno
National Park following the completion of their quarantine period.

AT G & HEGHA AIgeT ATed o AHAIR ! Acqaral ¥ off$ 1S &1 AT il
Y Sefeh FARCIEA A U 81 & Te; Foall TET 3T & Gel STl H BIST|

e The reintroduction of cheetahs brought from Nigeria, South Africa,
and now Botswana is achieving consistent success, and today Madhya

Pradesh has earned nationwide recognition as the ‘Cheetah State’, the CM
said on the occasion.

AEIHA o 38 AT R gl o AR, SEToT 3rhreht 3R 31 Sheqarer &
ST 31T AT T YA SIMAR Hhel &1 TET & 3R TSl HEF or it QR o &
NI T & & F IgarT Hol &

e This will give impetus to ‘Project Cheetah’ and add another important
chapter to India's wildlife conservation history, an official said.

T 3TOPRT o gl Toh 3T ‘WateFe dIar S Sarar Held T 3R ART & Jogsia
TRET0T ST H Teh 3R HAgeaqoT 3redg SS9 |
e The objective of the project is to restore the endangered animal

species in the state, increase their numbers, and prepare them for free hunting
and roaming.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page24



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

58 YRS T 3683 AT H Heheaed U] TSI hl GoAEATTAT e, Sefehl HEAT T
3 35¢ Fac7 IR qar fa=wor & faw R 3=

China may not join alliance
on conservation of big cats

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

China is unlikely to be a
part of the International
Big Cat Alliance (IBCA), a
global initiative spearhead-
ed by India to focus con-
certed attention on con-
serving big cats, according
to senior officials in the En-
vironment Ministry.

The big cats consist of
the tiger, lion, leopard,
cheetah, puma, jaguar,
and snow leopard.

Saudi Arabia has con-
firmed its membership of
IBCA, an official said.

“We have sent an invita-
tion to China but there has
been no development on it
yet,” an official told The
Hindu.

The IBCA, which is be-
ing spearheaded by India,
is to hold its first-ever sum-
mit here from June 1-3,
with representatives from
95 countries expected to
participate. As of now,
there are 24 member coun-
tries, three observer coun-
tries and several other
‘range’ countries as part of

Independent scientific assessments show China has a very small

wild tiger population, mostly restricted to the Russian border. AP

the alliance.

Independent scientific
assessments indicate that
China, at present, has a ve-
ry small wild tiger popula-
tion, with nearly all of
them restricted to the
northeast  borderlands
with Russia. These are lar-
gely Amur (Siberian) tigers.

Camera-trap and land-
scape studies by Chinese
and international research-
ers estimate roughly 50-70
wild Amur tigers in China.

India had about 3,167
wild tigers in 2022 — over-
whelmingly the Bengal tig-
er. The tigers are spread
across a network of re-

serves and forest land-
scapes from the Himalayas
to the Western Ghats and
central India.

Though IBCA members
have no financial commit-
ments, countries will be
expected to, among other
things, coordinate action
through programmes and
activities aimed at improv-
ing the state of habitats,
prey, including big cat pro-
tection and conservation,
innovation, research, de-
velopment and capacity
building; share relevant in-
formation about big cat
protection and conserva-

tion programmes.
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12M. China may not join alliance on conservation of big cats

31 Rfeeal & TXaTor TsaeeT & =T anfArer 781 & Fhar

China is unlikely to be a part of the International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA), a global initiative
spearheaded by India to focus concerted attention on conserving big cats, according to
senior officials in the Environment Ministry.

TATOT HATTT & TS HTARRET o ITAR, T o FeTAeaer faer Fie Tardw (IBCA) T
TEEHT Tofet hT FHTSAT A &, S 137 TS Teeral & TRET0T O A1efesh AT Shiod il & T #Ra
AR Y 1 TS AR Tgel ¢

The big cats consist of the tiger, lion, leopard, cheetah, puma, jaguar, and snow leopard.
a3 fafoert # ama, o, dg3m, =iar, v, SR SR e dgam anfder )

Saudi Arabia has confirmed its membership of IBCA, an official said.

Te 37T o el 3 WA 3 o IBCA HT Feradr i gfife T T 81

“‘We have sent an invitation to China but there has been no development on it yet,” an official
told The Hindu.

T TR 3 @ Rig & T, G T Y AT ST & e 3197 7 56 WA ey e 6§
gl

The IBCA, which is being spearheaded by India, is to hold its first-ever summit here from
June 1-3, with representatives from 95 countries expected to participate.

R & aicjcd aTel IBCA T Ugell RIGT TFAeleT 18 3 S ofeh Tgi 3mAfora g1, forast 95 et
& wfaffRrt & amr ot it 37901 &1

As of now, there are 24 member countries, three observer countries and several other
‘range’ countries as part of the alliance.

TIAT H ST TS H 24 HEET &2, el TIdeTeh 327 31X &3 37 o7 21 anfAe &

Independent scientific assessments indicate that China, at present, has a very small wild tiger
population, with nearly all of them restricted to the northeast borderlands with Russia.

TIdT IS 3MTehelall & Tohd m%ﬁ;mﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁMW®ma§HW%3ﬂT
3eTH @ TSI Tl T & WY STR-GAT HATA &35 e WA &

These are largely Amur (Siberian) tigers.

T AEY & I (AgaRaa) @ |

Camera-trap and landscape studies by Chinese and international researchers estimate
roughly 50-70 wild Amur tigers in China.

AT 3R HARTSET AMeThcl131T SaRT FohT 7T HeRT-¢q 3R sty HeaT=l o AR e
ST 50-70 STITell AT AT B |

India had about 3,167 wild tigers in 2022 — overwhelmingly the Bengal tiger.

HRT H 2022 & SI9T1379T 3,167 STt a1 A, foiaT3Y 37Tl F9TTet E/8aX |

The tigers are spread across a network of reserves and forest landscapes from the
Himalayas to the Western Ghats and central India.

I a1g RATST & e aiRgH g1 3R ALT AR de thel HIRUAT R a1 8131 & dcasd H q10
T 8

Though IBCA members have no financial commitments, countries will be expected to, among
other things, coordinate action through programmes and activities aimed at improving the
state of habitats, prey, including big cat protection and conservation, innovation, research,
development and capacity building.

They will also share relevant information about big cat protection and conservation
programmes.

a 931 Tafeerat S et 3R TReTor Hrdshat & Heftid Hgcaqor STeTehrT 8 | it |
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A new start against noise pollution

or a few weeks now, the

most insistent sound in

Tamil Nadu has been the

pea whistle, and that
looks set to continue. Inside the
Chepauk stadium, Chennai Super
Kings supporters live up to the
team’s call to action — “whistle
podu” (blow the whistle) —
through all its Indian Premier
League matches.

Outside the stadium, since the
Assembly election results on May
4, supporters of the Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) have
flooded the streets across the State
to celebrate Joseph Vijay's victory
by blowing the party's election
symbol, which is also a pea
whistle.

Anyone who watched the 2010
football World Cup will
understand how irritating this
noise can be. The vuvuzelas were
so relentless that international
viewers complained that the
football commentary had become
inaudible, prompting several
broadcasters to add audio filters.
When hundreds or thousands of
people blow pea whistles, they
render a comparably terrible
annoyance. A single whistle blast
creates 104-116 decibels of
pressure at the source, according
to research from Western
Michigan University. The
threshold beyond which sustained
exposure to air pressure can
damage hearing is 85 decibels.

Some of the cricket team’s
matches have been rousing and
the TVK’s victory is
unprecedented. But the fact
remains that noise pollution has
become the most tolerated form of
pollution in India.

While even air pollution has
finally forayed into the policy
vocabulary as a deleterious
problem, data from the National
Ambient Noise Monitoring
Network (NANMN) show that
more than 80% of recording
stations breached the prescribed
noise limits during both day and
night in 2019 itself — while
awareness of its ills remains low.
In Chennai, all 10 stations
exceeded the residential nighttime

Vasudevan
Mukunth

The World
Health
Organization has
attributed 16%
of disabling
hearing loss in
adults to
occupational
noise

threshold of 45 decibels. A 2022
UN Environment Programme
report cited a maximum reading
from Moradabad in Uttar Pradesh
to be the world’s second-highest
on its list (a ranking contested by
government officials).

The actual problem is likely to
be much worse as the NANMN has
only 70 stations across seven
metros, and the network has not
been meaningfully expanded in 14
years. District towns in the Hindi
belt and the Northeast generate
ambient sounds whose profiles no
official authority is measuring.
Further, in towns with less healthy
civic infrastructure and less
responsive policing, loudspeaker
permissions are unchecked and
construction activity often runs
through the night. Among the
poor, the children often sleep with
noise while their parents often
spend several hours in conditions
that, in any country with a
functioning occupational health
enforcement, would attract
criminal liability.

Effects of excess noise

The World Health Organization
has attributed 16% of disabling
hearing loss in adults to
occupational noise. India is
estimated to have 6.3 crore people
with some degree of impaired
hearing. According to studies of
noise-induced hearing loss in
occupational settings, the
prevalence of impaired hearing
ranges from 13% in a Puducherry
survey of 500 construction
workers to a pooled estimate of
49% in a meta-analysis of
industrial cohorts.

The European Environment
Agency ranks noise as the
second-largest environmental
cause of disability-adjusted life
years lost in Europe, behind only
air pollution.

A WHO synthesis attributed
around 16 lakh healthy life years
lost annually in Western Europe to
traffic noise alone. This is because
loud sounds disrupt sleep, elevate
cortisol levels in the blood, render
endothelial dysfunction, and
impair the cognition of children

near airports and arterial roads.
India also has more densely
packed cities, building acoustics
that are less sensitive to the need
to mitigate noise, and of course
looser enforcement.

Rules against noise

If tolerance is not a feature of
India’s political discourse, it
remains a fixture of how Indians
react to pollution.

One reason is the Noise
Pollution (Regulation and Control)
Rules 2000, which set zone-wise
limits and silence zones but which
are rarely enforced. The Central
Pollution Control Board only
recently proposed financial
penalties for violations — that too
because much of the worst noise is
generated by occasions that
politicians would prefer not to
police.

The Rules already
accommodate religious and
cultural observances. State
governments can permit nighttime
loudspeaker use between 10 pm
and midnight on festive occasions
for up to 15 days a year. However,
public events routinely exceed
decibel limits within the permitted
hours, with sound systems often
plonked in residential lanes and
sometimes even outside hospitals.

No major political party has
been willing to ask its supporters
to organise a festival or procession
but observe the limits. Parties fear
that any restraint will be read as
an attack on the faithful. It need
not be and the political
imagination should be capable of
saying so.

Mr. Vijay has presented TVK as
a fresh start for Tamil Nadu,
unencumbered by the
compromises of the Dravidian
parties. At least for now, he
possesses the political capital to
set norms that his predecessors
could not. One hopes the whistle
that brought him to power could
be the start of a new relationship
with public sound that respects
the right of people to work, relax,
and sleep in peace.

mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in
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12M. A new start against noise pollution

tafer yquoT & favey v ¢ reanrd

For a few weeks now, the most insistent sound in Tamil Nadu has been the pea whistle, and
that looks set to continue.

oo Fo gearer & afaarg # God 31t FArs & arel eafel - fFgwer (7et @) f@ L,
3R T ufia gl & 16 Ig 31y 8t SRy 1@ef

Outside the stadium, since the Assembly election results on May 4, supporters of the
Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) have flooded the streets across the State to celebrate
Joseph Vijay’s victory by blowing the party’s election symbol, which is also a pea whistle.

Tf3aH o 1T, 4 7§ 1 30 Ryerrarwen gora TR} & a1e A, affrerem a5t FgErmT (TVK) &
FATS! o NAE T Hr S 7 3caa AT & FIT ToTHT 7 Feht 9T g o@m &r g 3T aréf
& TaTd FeIge — ST & veh d1-egael €1 & — I Semar g |

A single whistle blast creates 104-116 decibels of pressure at the source, according to
research from Western Michigan University.

aves AR feafaearers & 3rgaeur & 3eaR, Teh 37ehell TEY T eafal A 9 104-116
SHfieer ek 1 LaTA-aTe 3cTeeT il B

The threshold beyond which sustained exposure to air pressure can damage hearing is 85
decibels.

agzﬂmma%mmmwﬁ-ma:mﬁmﬁﬁmmaﬁmqgﬁm% 85
T A ST

While even air pollution has finally forayed into the policy vocabulary as a deleterious
problem, data from the National Ambient Noise Monitoring Network (NANMN) show that
more than 80% of recording stations breached the prescribed noise limits during both day
and night in 2019 itself — while awareness of its ills remains low.

e AT ATy TEWOT hl 3cAcl: Ueh Fferehieh WHEAT o &9 & Aferare fasreh & v ffer arar g,
s Ty gy eafar fAere Aead (NANMN) & 31T g2 & fF 2019 3 € 80% & 3rfaw
Repifsar Tt o ot 3R T et oy fuiRa eafa W a1 3eou fohar a1 — safs sas
goyeTal & G STrareehalr 378t off e &

In Chennai, all 10 stations exceeded the residential nighttime threshold of 45 decibels.

YoeTs H I 10 TN 7 APl JTETHRT TAT 45 SHITS T IR H T

A 2022 UN Environment Programme report cited a maximum reading from Moradabad in
Uttar Pradesh to be the world’s second-highest on its list (a ranking contested by
government officials).

2022 & WIF A JATGIOT FTAHA T Teh RAIE & 3o 932 & F@TaTE & e Jifehcrs eafey
FoR I faed 7 g@Y @ 3 T & T A Sool @ Thar a1 A1 (8Telifer 38 Ifehat st avary
JiftremTREt & gl &y o)

The actual problem is likely to be much worse as the NANMN has only 70 stations across
seven metros, and the network has not been meaningfully expanded in 14 years.

JIEd TS TATIT THAA: 3TY Fel 31TAH ITHR §, FATh NANMN & UTH shaol I AGTAIRT
70 TR £, 3R oo 14 a6t & 57 Sead &1 arde /TR 7787 fFar mar gl

Further, in towns with less healthy civic infrastructure and less responsive policing,
loudspeaker permissions are unchecked and construction activity often runs through the
night.

g8 3ifaRerd, e IR 7 AR ATURS[T FI=AT AN & 3R I sFawyT i FeRery
¢, Te amsEET SreTafay OX qTed fo=or A6 giar e fasior FRF e o I ged B £
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The World Health Organization (WHO) has attributed 16% of disabling hearing loss in
adults to occupational noise.

T T WIS (WHO) ¥ TITHT 3 gleY aTell ISR AT0T g1l o 16% HIHGT T HRUT
SIS AR T AT g

India is estimated to have 6.3 crore people with some degree of impaired hearing.

37T AT B o SR & SIT879T 6.3 Fh5 AT ohell-o7-Feh el T <hr araror a7t gifer & oo 8

The European Environment Agency ranks noise as the second-largest environmental
cause of disability-adjusted life years (DALYS) lost in Europe, behind only air pollution.

TR gAfawoT Tt o IO A Raenrar-aarnfaa sfiaer ast (DAL Ys) $1 gifer & faw a
GO FEH T3 TATALONT FROT AT &, ST sheof a1 TGq0r & e ¢l

A WHO synthesis attributed around 16 lakh healthy life years lost annually in Western
Europe to traffic noise alone.

WHO & Teh HAfehc 3reaael o qiReslt J0T # ITcay oferstar 16 o Fa€y Slaar-ast @y gifer
T PRUT Hddl AT STferd AR T AT g1

One reason is the Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000, which set zone-
wise limits and silence zones but which are rarely enforced.

SHHT Ueh HROT eafer wqwor (faferasrer va fagon forrar, 2000 €, oot ayar eafer dhand qan
N &7 fAuTRa fFr o §, fefec] SeTehT dTeled gl A HAT A gl

The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) only recently proposed financial penalties for
violations — that too because much of the worst noise is generated by occasions that
politicians would prefer not to police.

FERT gguoT AT 1 (CPCB) & 8TeT &1 7 Seoidal & T IAF &8 o1 gFara @ g — 3R
gg ¢ saforv Fifes Te 31T AR 3761 TTRT T 3o 8IdT &, ToveT TR ISTAdT AT AT =T
THe, el i |

The Rules already accommodate religious and cultural observances.

3 TAIH ygel O 8 enfde 3R A fas Imasrt & fow faQy graerst 3uesy d &

State governments can permit nighttime loudspeaker use between 10 pm and midnight on
festive occasions for up to 15 days a year.

ST TIPR BRI & FTE W gfaay 31fehd# 15 feal & fow ad 10 a9t & #Aeqfy a=
AT SURNT &1 AT & Tl £

One hopes the whistle that brought him to power could be the start of a new relationship with
public sound that respects the right of people to work, relax, and sleep in peace.

mn@raﬁﬁ%ﬁ?agm,mﬁﬁwa%qgam,mmwﬁa?m@mmﬁ
BT T ST Al & rifergdes w17 F, s w3 3 @ & HfaR 1 dae =Y
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A decentralised solution for waste crisis

The Solid Waste Management Rules, 2026, disregard federalism and embody a technocratic vision of environmental governance, insufficiently attentive to ground

realities; as framed, they risk producing blurred accountability, unproductive compliance work, and paper reporting rather than cleaner cities and villages

EXPLAINER

K. Ashok Vardhan Shetty

ndia’s waste crisis is no longer a

localised urban nuisance but a

national ecological emergency. Our

cities are choking on waste;
plastic-clogged drains worsen monsoon
flooding; landfills have become
mountains of methane, fire, and leachate;
open burning of waste materials fouls the
air; and rivers and coasts bear the burden
of urban negligence. Rural India, too, is
scarred by plastic, sanitary waste,
pesticide containers, e-waste, and the
debris of packaged consumption. A new
waste-management framework was
essential in this scenario.

The Solid Waste Management Rules,
2026, notified in supersession of the 2016
Rules and brought into effect from April 1,
2026, are animated by a legitimate and
urgent environmental purpose. They seek
to improve source segregation, regulate
bulk waste generators, promote scientific
processing, reduce dependence on
landfills, remediate legacy dumpsites,
promote a circular economy, and move
towards digital monitoring. These are
worthy aims. But sound environmental
intent does not, by itself, ensure sound
administrative design.

Treaty power and federal balance
The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986,
under which these Rules are framed, was
enacted principally under Article 253 of
the Constitution, which empowers
Parliament to implement international
obligations — in this case, the 1972
Stockholm Declaration. This gives
Parliament wide reach: even subjects
touching State or local domains - land,
water, public health, agriculture,
sanitation or local government — may be
legislated upon if linked to an
international obligation. But a power
meant to secure minimum national
standards should not become a licence
for the Centre to occupy the field, erode
State competence, or centralise
administration. A national floor must not
become an operational blueprint for
every State and local body.

Mature federations follow subsidiarity:
governmental functions should be
performed at the lowest level capable of
discharging them effectively, and moved
upward only when that level
demonstrably lacks capacity. Local
competence is presumed; higher-level
intervention must be justified. Authority
is most effective when closest to
knowledge, consequences, and
accountability.

India often reverses this logic. It
presumes central competence, distrusts
sub-national capacity, and reduces States
and local bodies to implementing
instruments. Nobel Laureate F.A. Hayek’s
“knowledge problem”, explained in The
Use of Knowledge in Society (1945), is
apposite: effective decisions depend on
dispersed and contextual knowledge of
the “particular circumstances of time and
place”. Such knowledge cannot be
transmitted upward without distortion or
delay. No authority in New Delhi,
however well-intentioned, can tailor
waste policy with equal fidelity to every
region’s ecology, settlement pattern, or
administrative and fiscal capacity.

The Centralisation Reflex

Although the draft Rules were published
on December 14, 2024, inviting objections
and suggestions from the public, the
deeper flaw lies in a familiar pathology of
Indian governance: the belief that

Choking dilemma: An aerial view shows a landfill next to a lake swathed in water hyacinth in
Bengaluru on April 15. AFP

c isation and over:

cure administrative weakness, and that
New Delhi must design and command
while States merely execute. Its unstated
premise is the incapacity argument — that
States lack administrative or technical
competence and therefore require
Centre’s supervision, if not substitution.
To treat Indian States, several of which
rival major nation-states in population,
diversity, and complexity, as inherently
incapable is incompatible with national
self-respect and a calumny no patriot
should tolerate.

As Nobel Laureate Kenneth Arrow
pointed out in The Economic Implications
of Learning by Doing (1962), capacity is
not conferred from above; it is built
through decision-making,
experimentation, feedback, and
correction. When States are reduced to
mere implementing agencies for
centrally-designed rules and schemes,
their expertise atrophies, replaced by a
culture of compliance and dependence
on “instructions from New Delhi.”

Local government is a State subject.
Solid waste management lies at the
intersection of environment, sanitation,
public health, land use, and urban and
rural local administration. It is among the
most localised functions of governance,
depending on household behaviour,
street-level collection, informal waste
workers, ward monitoring, land for
composting, user charges, recycling
markets, and citizen trust.

A system suited to a resource-rich
metropolis like Mumbai cannot be
mechanically applied to a Himalayan
pilgrimage town with narrow roads and
fragile slopes, an island settlement with
scarce land, a coastal panchayat facing
tidal flooding and marine litter, or a
scattered tribal hamlet where low-density
habitation makes collection and transport
costly. Precisely for that reason, solid
waste management requires a
differentiated, federal design.

The extension of the Rules to rural
local bodies is understandable; rural
waste is now a real problem. But treating
a gram panchayat as a miniature
municipality is administrative fantasy.
Most panchayats lack adequate staff let
alone sanitation engineers,
waste-collection vehicles, digital capacity
for complex reporting, or the fiscal base
to manage four-stream segregation. The

Rules also bring rural areas within a
Material Recovery Facility (MRF)-linked
architecture. But expecting rural local
bodies to sustain such a framework
betrays a disconnect with ground
realities.
A realistic rural regime should have
emphasmed gm.m sabha-based awareness,
h ity Co ing,
periodic collecnon of plastics and sanitary
waste, simple quarterly reporting, and
cluster-level dry-waste aggregation and
processing with nearby urban local
bodies. Megacities (such as Delhi,
Mumbai, Kolkata, Bengaluru, and
Chennai with population exceeding one
crore) and metropolitan cities (population
exceeding ten lakhs) require the opposite
approach: not simplified compliance, but
stronger institutions. They need
Metropolitan Waste Management
Authorities with elected local
representation, State participation,
technical expertise, and citizen oversight.
The rollout, too, should have been
phased. Full compliance could have
begun with megacities and metropolitan
cities, where waste volumes and
administrative capacity are greatest.
Other municipal corporations and large
municipalities, including tourist and
pilgrimage towns, could have followed;
then medium and small towns; and finally
rural areas through simplified models.

States as policy laboratories

In New State Ice Co. v. Liebmann (1932),
Justice Louis Brandeis of the U.S.
Supreme Court famously observed that a
State may serve as a “laboratory” for
novel social and economic experiments.
That is the strength of federalism:
experimentation is safer when localised,
and learning is faster when mulnple

fourth might create metropolitan waste
authorities. A fifth might regulate tourist
waste through user fees. After five years,
the Centre could review outcomes,
identify and disseminate best practices,
and revise baseline standards, if
necessary, based on evidence rather than
assumption. The 2026 Rules do require
States to prepare policies and strategies
for urban and rural solid waste
management, but this is more for form’s
sake because policy within a
centrally-prescribed rulebook is not the e

same as State-led regulatory design. The Solid Waste Management
Rules, 2026, notified in
supersession of the 2016 Rules
and brought into effect from
April 1,2026, are animated by a
legitimate and urgent
environmental purpose

THE GIST

Solid waste management lies
at the intersection of
environment, sanitation,
public health, land use, and
urban and rural local
administration and is among
the most localised functions
of governance

Other concerns

The centralised online portal raises a
further federal concern. The Rules
require reporting to the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), data audits, report
uploads, and centralised formats and
modules. States and local bodies risk
becoming data suppliers rather than
co-owners of the governance system. Too
often, officials spend more time feeding
dashboards than improving service
delivery. Compliance becomes reporting
upward rather than governing outward. A’ «
better design would treat the portal as a
shared federal data platform, allowing
States and local bodies to add indicators,
customise dashboards, access raw data,
and publish ward-level, local-l
information for citizens. Data should
build capacity, not merely discipline
sub-national governments.

The Rules also need stronger
democratic content. Waste management
succeeds only when citizens participate.
Rural India has, at least in principle, the
gram sabha; urban India has no
satisfactory equivalent. Periodic waste
reports should be submitted to municipal
councils and ward committees, not
merely uploaded for bureaucratic review
in New Delhi.

The 2026 Rules substantially expand
the obligations of municipalities and
panchayats. Unless backed by
predictable, adequate, and formula-based
finance, they risk becoming yet another
set of underfunded mandates —
producing selective compliance, inflated
reporting, or quiet evasion rather than
genuine waste-management reform.

Under the present model, the likely
trajectory is predictable. Sooner or later, a
public interest litigation may allege
non-implementation by States and local
bodies, ignoring the reality that they
cannot implement underfunded,
top-down mandates in whose design they
had little role. The Supreme Court may
then treat the matter as legal
non-compliance and begin continuing
mandamus, drawing all levels of
government into prolonged litigation,
affidavits, and directions. What began as
environmental reform may end as
judicialised administration.

v

However, the deeper flaw in
the new Rules lies in the belief
that centralisation and
over-regulation can cure
administrative weakness

A system suited to a
resource-rich metropolis like
Mumbai cannot be
mechamcally appliedtoa

L i town
with narrow roads and fragile
slopes. Precisely for this
reason, solid waste
management requires a
differentiated, federal design

Concluding remarks

The Solid Waste Management Rules,
2026, disregard federalism, local
democracy, and subsidiarity They
embody a technocmnc vision of

governments test different
States can try policies at manageable
scale, contain failures, and allow
successful models to diffuse horizontally
or be adopted nationally.

Abetter course therefore would have
been to allow States to frame their own
solid waste management rules for at least
five years, subject to minimum national
norms. One State might pioneer
decentralised composting through
women’s self-help groups. Another might
integrate informal waste workers into
cooperatives. A third might build
cluster-based facilities for small towns. A

12M. A decentralised solution for waste crisis

FOU e & AT REFediga gane

envir | governance, insufficiently
attentive to ground realities, institutional
weaknesses, and local capacity. As
framed, they risk producing blurred
accountability, unproductive compliance
work, and paper reporting rather than
cleaner cities and villages.

To succeed, the Rules must be recast
around five principles: minimum national
standards, State flexibility, empowered
local bodies, predictable finance, and
citizen accountability. Otherwise,
mountains of waste will continue to rise
as monuments to centralised ambition
and local neglect.
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The Solid Waste Management Rules, 2026, disregard federalism and embody a
technocratic vision of environmental governance, insufficiently attentive to ground realities.

B HITASE Yo AT, 2026 FEdATG T H1TAT I 3ULT ¥ & 3R TATa0NT T 7 Teh
deeth-gerafas it i gedd Fd 8, Sif STl arrafasdnait o gaied e =7gl &l

As framed, they risk producing blurred accountability, unproductive compliance work, and
paper reporting rather than cleaner cities and villages.

FIH Ta6T & I s Faes el 3R ATal & o7 FETse Saraeer, Hqaaef 3vqarer Hd,
TUT Hael FIETSIT RAITEIT HT FEIAT ol T SNTEH 3cTeal A & |

Plastic-clogged drains worsen monsoon flooding.

cerfeeas @ ST AT ATTHAT a1 T FHAEAT 1 3R 7R o1 e &1

Landfills have become mountains of methane, fire, and leachate.
Asfrer Taer 319 #de 3, 3o, 3R efrre & faerer gerst 7 see T &

Open burning of waste materials fouls the air.

Fe e 3 STl ¥ 1Y TG 8 T B

Rivers and coasts bear the burden of urban negligence.

Afear 3R T8 &7 AEdT ATIRATE! FT AR 33T & |

Rural India, too, is scarred by plastic, sanitary waste, pesticide containers, e-waste, and
the debris of packaged consumption.

FTHOT IR o cei¥es, TITodT JUTASE, FIEATNF Hea’l, $-FaY, TUT Yhos 3UHT I
3cYea 37aRIST & JeNIfad g I 8 |

The Solid Waste Management Rules, 2026, notified in supersession of the 2016 Rules and
brought into effect from April 1, 2026, are animated by a legitimate and urgent environmental
purpose.

2016 & forgrat 1 gfrenfid #3d gu 3T si sraflrse yeve fg#, 2026, S 1 3rdter
2026 & 1] FohaT a7T, Teh A&7 3R cATcehioreh TATeRUNY 38 ¥ IR B

They seek to improve source segregation, regulate bulk waste generators, promote
scientific processing, reduce dependence on landfills, remediate legacy dumpsites,
promote a circular economy, and move towards digital monitoring.

SoTehT e AIT-FaIT HET GUFHIOT H R HlaAl, I3 FAA Scareenl 1 fafafdie e,
ST THEHOT I FeTaT oll, dAsfher o AR e T, G FeRT T hT JoAd 1 e,
IR9e 3reiega® T (Circular Economy) & SicaTied &, a7 f3foree feemmet i ferm & 3mer

el

The Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, under which these Rules are framed, was enacted
principally under Article 253 of the Constitution, which empowers Parliament to implement
international obligations — in this case, the 1972 Stockholm Declaration.

Tore aafaor (wRaton) srfafaaer, 1986 & 3idefa I e S0 10 €, 38 Fega: giaum &
FeTede 253 % ded AR frar ram a1, St Wwe I A arflieal &1 are] et 1
TP TeTeT AT & — ST HTH & 1972 Y TSihg I €Yo

This gives Parliament wide reach: even subjects touching State or local domains — land,
water, public health, agriculture, sanitation, or local government — may be legislated
upon if linked to an international obligation.

SHY TG &I AT JTASR-81F UICd 81T &; Tl oo o T YT TR 871 & Fafod fawg
— S R, ST, A T, FT, TaEadT, 39aT TR AT — I 4T el AT ST Hebell
g, Ife T Fopell AR e1iica & S &l

But a power meant to secure minimum national standards should not become a licence for
the Centre to occupy the field, erode State competence, or centralise administration.

foe] ~eTcTa TSR ATt 1 G et o forw &Y 378 arfere, g SRR 1 FOT 81
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TIFOT T e, TST Y &THAT T HHSIR Hed, AT YATHA P hey 0T T JTTARR T8T o1
ST =T

Mature federations follow subsidiarity: governmental functions should be performed at the
lowest level capable of discharging them effectively, and moved upward only when that level
demonstrably lacks capacity.

aRuera GE gaedt FafafEARE (Subsidiarity) & fetiie T el sYeh 8, foTeh 37aR
IR R 3 7 AAHA T R 6T ST AT ST 3¢ Tl &9 & G el H FeTo g1, 3N
el dd 3Td TR W TAEAGR [hT AT I I8 TR TIST T F 37677 g gl

Local competence is presumed; higher-level intervention must be justified.

TATARY GTHAT 3l 7T T § AIAT &1 ST §; FTT-ERIT gEAaTT i 3T Sgrer Jmaedeh giel
gl

Nobel Laureate F.A. Hayek’s “knowledge problem”, explained in The Use of Knowledge
in Society (1945), is apposite: effective decisions depend on dispersed and contextual
knowledge of the “particular circumstances of time and place”.

Al IEHR ST U%. T g aRT 319+ &sh The Use of Knowledge in Society
(1945) # gfcraTferd “FAreT Y HEAT (Knowledge Problem)” JgT 3icdc T &1 $Heb IHTHR
Fee oot A AR w6 “fafiree aRRFufaal & Fefte ot gu 3R degemerd a1+ |
feR €l

Such knowledge cannot be transmitted upward without distortion or delay.

O 31T B et Fpfcr am el o 3 TR cieh IgelTetT H97d aTe el

No authority in New Delhi, however well-intentioned, can tailor waste policy with equal fidelity
to every region’s ecology, settlement pattern, or administrative and fiscal capacity.

S faeel & 2ua 1 of wifrezoT, arg 3T 72 fohdett € 307 FAT T &), T3 &7 Fir
TIRTEATAY, JMaTdY & Fawd, TUT3Hh gemafas iR R awrar & 3eTed qae aewar
FIRT A TIR T H ThT|

As Nobel Laureate Kenneth Arrow pointed out in The Economic Implications of Learning
by Doing (1962), capacity is not conferred from above; it is built through decision-making,
experimentation, feedback, and correction.

ST fo A QPR fASiar a9 W o 37960 &+ The Economic Implications of
Learning by Doing (1962) ¥ TIsc fohaT, &7HAT 39X T UGI sTgl ol Silcir; Jg farot-fasATor,
w2, gfagfee, 3R gur Hr yihar § fawad gl 8|

Solid waste management lies at the intersection of environment, sanitation, public
health, land use, and urban and rural local administration.

B ITAST FaereT 7 F qATaOT, Fqoadl, dlew Fareey, §ff 3w, qur el 3iv aor
T FRAEA 3 ST E3MT &

It is among the most localised functions of governance, depending on household behaviour,
street-level collection, informal waste workers, ward monitoring, land for composting,
user charges, recycling markets, and citizen trust.

IE AT & T 3HTh TUTAIel 1l H T Teh &, S O] TR, SH-FALNT HIT FGET,
T AR fareard WX R T B

A system suited to a resource-rich metropolis like Mumbai cannot be mechanically applied
to a Himalayan pilgrimage town with narrow roads and fragile slopes, an island settlement
with scarce land, a coastal panchayat facing tidal flooding and marine litter, or a scattered
tribal hamlet where low-density habitation makes collection and transport costly.

HI$ S T -Hool HETAIN o 1T STYFA HaEUT Y ThIoT Aehl 3R ATk Gollell arel
forelY et eftel e, WA o7fr arer forelt ety avey, Sadr ame 3R WOy Fak & ST @
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fere TTErr TraTaret, 372raT h SITHEAT Eefed dTel Y TR gU SeTeiTel® a1fq o A6 &9 &
3] AET TohaT ST Hehdll, STE1 el HAEUT 3R IRageT 3cgfereh HEamm IS g

Most panchayats lack adequate staff, let alone sanitation engineers, waste-collection
vehicles, digital capacity for complex reporting, or the fiscal base to manage four-stream
segregation.

3TTRRTRr TaTardl & U GATCT ATy 8t 3T AT §, STafoh Faeadl JATRAAT, FaU-HIE
aTget, Sifeer RaMEar g 3oteer &Tae, 3rar TR-Fad et GUFHOT &l Jatial Hlel g faxa
3R ST Gaemd ot 3R 8 gerst &1

Waste management succeeds only when citizens participate.

FERT YTEeT T3 Thel & Tohcll & ST ARTR FesfardT FiaTad gl

The Solid Waste Management Rules, 2026, disregard federalism, local democracy, and
subsidiarity.

B HITASE gatreT fAGH, 2026 HEaTE, T dwad, 3R aaraf3dRe & Rguidar Fr3dam
A

To succeed, the Rules must be recast around five principles: minimum national

standards, State flexibility, empowered local bodies, predictable finance, and citizen
accountability.

T glet & forw g7 oAt 1 ot Rigeial & 3TUR R qa91dd R S afgv — wgeras
USERT ATAH, TN HY AT, HUFA FATAT fhra, qargay i werrdn, aur aeis
EEIC]
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